the tribal 
attract me 


en more anxious that 
Id not Tose their 
id joy in life and 


© that distinguish 


nw to behave or what to 
and what not to do. ‘Ther 
is no point in trying to make 
f them a second-rate copy of 


Jawaharlal Nehru 
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MESSAGE, 


‘Tho now social pattern which is being set for 
‘the people of India will not be of much avail wuless 
thore is total integration of her people. Apart from 
tho pitiable economic consequences which the county 
is facingas a result of hundred and fifty years of coloni- 
al rule, our maladies flow from the fact that we ary 
still a nation in fragments having “narrow domestic 
walls”. ‘The worst victim of our shattered social 
fabric are the Harijans and Adivasis, 


Fortunately, no sooner we became free, top 
priority was given to uplift the multi-million Adivasis 
=the so-called aboriginals, More words are not 
needed to explain that it will require tremendous 
efforts, backed by patience ond sincerity, to bring 
thom at par with the rest of our countrymen, 


With neatly © quarter of the population being 
Adivasis in our State, the problem is all the more 
acute, Tt is, therefore, in fitness of things that the 
‘Tribal Research Bureau of Orissa should bring out the 
magazine * Adibasi * once again, It is hoped that the 
+ Adivasi ’ will focus the various problems concerning 
the tribal people, and offer concrete suggestion for the 
reorientation of the entire tribal people, 


I wish the « Adibasi’ all success, 


B, PATNAIK 
380063, 


ADIBASI 


15TH AUGUST 1963 


1963.64 NUMBER ONE 


With this revival issue, “Adibas” 
‘ators ite eighth year of publication, 
During all these years Adlbash 
cavfesvoured to combine the twin 
floats of Research and. Welfare into 
an integrate pattern, The tase has 
been by mo. means an easy one, Our 
problems are mich more dies than 
hore encountered in the specialised 
fields of academie research or action 
programme. At one end we ate to be 
in tae withthe latest activities f 
Universities and other centres of 
research in Social Selences and 

ites and at the other we have 
Cogniaanse of the retetion 10 
the efforts male for the welfare of 
‘he tribal people, 


‘The immensity of the undertaking 
nad been partly” eesponsible for the 
‘heqaerel career of “Adibasi” When 
Adibasi stared. its publication both 
the (study of social problems and 
‘fos at ther slution in our county, 
were in a nastent state. This further 


sugmented the iiculis, making it 
iinpossible to bring out the journal 
regularly 


Aativast revives its publietion in 
completely changed atmosphere, ‘The 
colonial developmental projects of the 
Five Year Plans have generate forces 
of change and progress unprecedented 
in Tnian history. These forces have 
enctrated deep into the remotst or 
ners of the country and have radically 
moulded the social and. individual 
existence of ll sections of the soey, 
‘The stuly of social probleme has 
asserted ittelf and oeeupiel an honour 
able place in the hierarchy of sciences, 
Jn such an atmosphere “Adibasi™ 
ventures to. be sangtine about iis 
future prospects 


With its revival “Adis” takes, 
cognizance of the situation created by 
the Chinese agression. This has 
Stirred. the entire country as a whole 
and has plunged the mation into a 


whist pool of determined action, 
reminiscent of the hectic days of 
nationalist movement, The welfare of 
the tribals and other underdeveloped 
sections of the society has assured an 
Added importance in this situation of 
emergency. The development of the 
underdeveloped people is ao looger a 
problem confined to them alone. It 
has become one of the vital factors 


foe National Integration. Tt is m0 
longer a sphere where the time factor 
does not operate, rather, it deserves 
te be dealt on 2 war footing 


Aditasi ventures upon its arduous 
course banking upon the co-operation 
‘of workers in the feds of action and 
research, Its saccess as the foram of 
Research and Welfare will depend on 
‘ther joint endeavour and enterprise 


ef Independence, 
Adivasis were dubbed as aborigines 
‘or tribals, Both the words convey the 
inpott of primitiveness and sectusive 
ness. ‘The foreign governments kept 
these honest and simple people under 
this category with malate Intention 
‘Aa these people are by nature freedom 
loving and liked to have their own 
‘way of Hiving, the foreign government 
Wished to degrade them by using the 
epithet aborigines. During the foreign 
rile no attempt whatsoever was made 
to elevate the status of these sons of 
the soll in the society. They were 
always Kept as drawers of water ond 
Ihewers of wood. The then govern 
ments were callous and indifferent 10 
theit feslings and sentiments. When 
there was as agitation to ventilate thle 
frievances and assert their demands, 
ther@ was always a tendeney to cate: 
orice i as revolt and put it down with 
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iron heels. ‘The history of Orissa as 
wll as the Tadian history Bear witness 
(o uch events, It in very elificult t0 
‘nerstnd the mind ofthese noble and 
heroie people by casual and sallow 
‘observation and stay. They are people 
tof dignity and grace. They take it a8 
A matter of disgrace and. shame the 
‘ery idea of compromise and suerenter, 


Honour and selferespect are prized 
very auch in their society. Wherever 
there was a question of movement for 
‘emancipation of the Motherland from 
the foreign yoke, the so-aed tribal 
people were in the vanguard of the 
movement. All these factors cot 
‘bated to the degradation of this 
yalourous ani gallant race ducing the 
ssicerstive regimes of the anti-nationat 
Governments 


It isa matter vf profound glory and 
inspiration that the—then tribals have 
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Before Toa stained Tadependence, 
Adivasis were dubbed as aborigines 
‘or tribals.” Both the words covey the 
itportof pritivenens apd sects: 
nest, The foreign governments kept 
these honest and. simple people wader 
this category with mali itection. 
As these people are by nature freaton- 
loving and kod to have thelr own 
sway’ of fiving, the foreign goverment 
wished to degrade thom by sing the 
‘ithe aborigines. During the forcga 
File no ate whatsoever was made 
to elevate the sates of these sons of 
the sil in the society. They were 
always kept as drawers of water and 
Towers of wood. The then govern 
rents were callous and indiferet 10 
their felings and seninents, When 
there was an aitaton to venta their 
frievances and assert their denn, 
tere was abways & tendency to ete: 
sores it as revolt and pat it down with 


iron heels. The history of Orisa as 
‘wells the Taian history bear witnest 
to such events. It is very dificult to 
inderstand the mind ofthese noble and 
heroic people by casual and shallow 
‘observation and study. They are people 
‘of dignity and grace. They take it a¢ 
a matter of disgrace and. shame the 
very idea of compromise and surrender, 


Honour and self-respect are prized 
very moch in their society, Wherever 
there was a question of movement for 
‘emancipation of the Motherland from 
‘the foreign yoke, the so-called tribal 
people were in the vanguard of the 
‘movement. All these factors cont 
Ywuted to the degradation of this 
‘alourous and gallant race during the 
scceessve regimes of the anti-national 
Governments 


Iisa matter of profound glory and 
inspiration that the—then tribals have 
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been christened as Adivasis with the 
advent of freedom of the Todian 
Nation, With the blessings of the 
Father of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi, fate Shri Thakar Bappa coined 
the thought provoking word ‘Adivasi 
Daring the days of freedom struggle 
the original people of the country were 
‘accosted as. ‘Adibasis, The word 
“Ativan? connotes the idea of ori 
palty in all respects. It can denote 
inception anid development of life in 
human society, The present day 
society mast have emerged out of the 
society existing from the days of 
‘naman existence by way of evolution 
tind revolution. As the word ‘Adivasi 
Durports, the frst human race on the 
face of the universe must be. the 
Adivas, Ax the Adivasia are fond 
ff Keeping thelr way of life customs 
and habits intact, the impact of the 
‘movlera civilisation could not adjust 
With this ind of temperament, So 
Jn the modern teend of thought and 
faction, the Adivasis with their pree 
historic days of life have been com= 
pallad to go into the backyrovind of the 
advance society. 


As the Adivasi value honesty: and 
simplicity asthe Fel virtues of man 
society, the complicated and ambitious 
fections of the society have taken 
advantage of these good and tine 
qualities and have begun to exploit 
them in every walle of life. As it is 
today, the Adivasis have been 
deprived of everything the sophisticn 
Al society i proud of. The Adivasi. 
Ihave lost almost everything except the 
fine qualities of truth, honesty and 
Simplicity. To the modern way of life 
all shese qualities are abstract in nature 


‘Unless the whole society is compose 
OF these qualities a few sections with 
these vrtses will be misfit. The 
Aulivasis being subject to. sufferings 
and tribulations through ages have got 
4 dain to special protection from the 
intellectual and advantageous classes 
ff society under the law of the land 

ince 261-80, the day on which India 
has been declared a Republic by the 
Constitution, — Adivasis have been 
terined a8 the Scheduled Tribes under 
the Constitutional terminology. ‘Though 
the phraseology has stil the sufix of 
tribes, the sprit Dehind it is quite 
lflerent from what it was intended to 
be in the preindependence dys. Jt 
iy national and. social, The present 
‘day national Government have, there= 
fore, deem it meet and proper t0 
wrovide special provisions in the 
Constitution of India 10 save the 
Aaivasis from exploitation in their 
day-toray life. Tn. the absence of 
these special protections itis a myth 
tor say that the Adivasis can be pre= 
vented from being exploited, As 
History of the Nation bears eloquent 
testioony to the glorious past of the 
Aaivasis, attempts have to be mace in 
right eamest to restore that Tost glory 
dnd pride of the Ailivass. ‘The speiat 
provisions inthe Constition are eom= 
plementary and contsbutary 10 the 
Attempts to secure honourable place to 
the Adivasie nthe tocio-ceonomic 
reciety, rapidly expanding. Now 
theee isa conception in the minds ofthe 
present day national leaders that there 
Should be an emotional inegfation of 
different sections of th society from 
‘the national safety and security points 
‘of view. In ener to bring about this 
objective in as short time a8 possible, 


q 
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far-reaching economic measures would 
ie essential for the uplift of these 
‘unfortunate Adivasis, The people 
who are deprived of economic pos 

tons in ther life cam be restored to 
their former condition if the provi- 
sous of the constitutions are imple- 
‘mented with sincerity and missionary 
seal, Superficial and superitions 
tendeney on the part ofthe peuple who 
are entrusted with powers fo improve 
the lot of the unprivileged and under~ 
developed Adivasis cannot deliver 
goods ‘within the time limit stipaated 
in the Constitution. The people 
‘dealing with the problems of the 
‘Adivasis must be of the sight type 
‘with a missionary best of mind. A 


required of the progressive and 
Synamic society Tribal & Rurl 
‘Welfare Department tas been erate 
under the Constitaton 


‘The T & RW. Deyartment or a 
Departinent of any other name charged 
with the task of solving the Adivasi 
probleas of the country. uve got 
‘mandatory cbligation to the Adivasi 
society, If the Adivasi develops 
coring 10 modern thought and 
‘objective, integration seth the national 
society will secure him an honourable 
place. Ia the absence of this achieve> 
vent, any swahen step to integrate 
them with the general society, the 
anger of chaos and tunnoil can be 
apprehended. Tt is, therefore, desir- 
ble to have integration of the Adivasis 
in the society by degrees basing on the 
progress achieved from stage to stage. 
Gradual process will certainly bring 
about scientific and everlasting uplift 
of the Adivasi, The philosophy and 
objectives of the national programmes 
‘of the day wil certainly and steadily 
‘ensure their destination, provided that 
the entice Nation has got a soft and 
sympathetic consideration for these 
privileged and underprivileged 
‘Adivasis until such time as. they 
‘deserve to ave 


U.N PATNAUK, 


‘The Saora is carefree, There may 
be marke of patient resignation appa 
ent on his face on a close stay but 
Ins action and deportaient is carefree 
‘The presence of a stranger throws a 
shadow cross his face specially 
sch stranger is inquisitive oF sali 
‘ous, Lf the stranger is uninterested in 
the Saara, the Saora is more so in him 
tad they may pass cach other at cose 
‘quarters without leaving any immpees- 
‘on on the Saora. The Soora knows 
se times & foe by istinet and then 
‘te very hard for him to get over the 
tnistrast of such other person. Left 
to himself the Saora is carefree and 
fqite cheerful. He phys on his 
Soring, beats the Chongn, and when 
ther is company the group starts 
dancing to the tune of the Saringi or 
the Change. Labourers at work on 
the fond, breaks out for lunch. After 
lunch these is a moment's respite for 


‘THE SAORA 
or 
GANJAM HILLS. 


smaking and thea someone starts play 
ing on the Soringi ‘The others listen, 
‘and then spontaneously start dancing 
A group goes to meet an offal. Tf 
the oficial is interested in the Adibas 
Iie Knows that they would express their 
good-will towards him by a dance. He 
‘eassally enquires if there it a Saringh 
jn the company, Out, comes the 
the susician with his Soringl The 
youngsters dance, the rest follow suit 
fil the entire party forgets itself in 
‘the peculiar melody of the Soringi and 
the dance which i inspires. 


‘The usual present of a rupee is just 
‘what is consifere to be the good-will 
preseat of the offcil. At dead of 
bight when all are asleep the bill side 
escends with the benings of a 
(Chaugu and if one is curious he would 
se fre burning on a hilltop with a 
Stora standing by it, beating his 
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Changi It is a puzzle as to whether 
this Changw beating is to scare away 
wild animals or seare out the feeling 
ff londliness of the Bogodo. When 
groups go to attend firs and festivals 
the Saringi and the Chan are not 

nt, The walling notes and the 
rythmic beating of the Changu keep 
the pace of the company as battle 
drums and *bag_ pipes do, While 
returning from the hill or from wotk 
the home coming i not silent but is 
to the tune of the Saringé or the ute 


In all eligious functions music and 
dancing have thelr place. In addition 
ay bell metal dish or plate of large sie 
Is tied to the nec of the boys who go 
‘on beitng it to the time of the drum 
and Chana, The dance has nothing 
fof art in it. It is just stepping heavy. 
and hard a3 if with the hope to catch 
the rythm of the tune. ‘Then women 
fd childeen take past in sich dance, 
All of them if not dead dew, are at 
Teast well drunke. It is not the art, 
itis the rythm which the Saora likes, 
He catches the rythm and forgets 
himself in i 

‘The Sonra is wiry. He can stand 
any amount of sun shine and the eat 
fof the summer, He is also accustomed 
tothe biting winter which he goee 
‘through with the scantist_elothing, 
‘Ont door during the day inthe winter 
tne has no clothing exeept his loin cloth. 

During nights he needs no improve 
ment tp it since the burning hearth 
eps ion wy, TE he has to go out 
‘on work, oF fo watch the crop in the 
field he has just a cotton chadler of 
10 of 11 counts and this keups him 
‘warm enough. He it so ill cid that 


it in ifieutt to take courage and ask 
him Hf he feels the winter. 


During the rains, the Saora is a 

He does not venture cut 
fal HU he does and is caught in a rai, 
the runs to the nearest tree, shes 
‘up and shivers, He cannot stand 
drenching. Is it due to the fact that 
the rarely takes a bath, of may be it 
fs duo t his seany clothing or it might 
toe due tothe diet af mango, tamarind 
seeds, solpo dust and jungle greens 
which he takes during the months af 
Jue to August. This needs closer 
Study if not research, 


‘The Stor is fond of snakes—an 
pursues one rlent-essly til he etc: 
and Kills it, Even Cobras ate eaien, 
‘Asa dish, the cooked snake is the most 
Aelecous one to. Saors. The other 
inubitants of the areas who donot 
fat snakes say with a sneer “the 
snakes fly atthe smell of a Stora”, 


Rats and mie of the fields which 
fare fat and in plenty go to the Sars 
kitchen whenever one is caught atid is 
eaten with relish, All yikd- animals 
and wild birds are always. wom, 
‘The vegeable and the vegetarian food 
Js however the normal mens, The 
keemel of the mangoes is dled and 
powdered, The powder is washed 
several times til the “Kasha” (acti) 
taste is washed out, 


‘The powder i then mats into a 
paste and cooked, The heart of tht 
Sago (so/p0) pla is split, the peses 
left to dry and then the pulp is beaten 
to a fine powder. ‘The powder is 
cooked with edible roots, and leaves 
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‘ofa number of trees. Aspargus beans, 
Climber beans, maize and juar are boiled, 
fand eaten. All the different vegeta- 
bles that grow on a hagod are bailed 
and eaten, It is very uncommon to 
see a Stora eating boiked grams or 
milets and rice singly. Invariably 
tome edible green is mixed and the 
ood is boiled to the consistency of 
porridge. Salt, chillies and onions are 
‘added when the food is partaken. 
Tiyen the setting of the table i 
peeuliag. 


Al the cooked foot is paced in the 
centre and the group sits round. Each 
holds a deep laf platter. One person 
starts serving with a dry biter gourd 
Idle oF as it is known in Oriya 
‘Donke!, Some salt and chilly is 
‘kept: on a leaf platter or dona and 
‘eats with something lke a spoon made 
ft of a thick laf. He docs not ext 
with his fund and fingers. Occasion 
ally salt and tilly is adted for taste 

the food is repeated in a and oF 
3rd round. The Saora is a poor eater 
‘ad usualy ie sited with the est 
Donagul. “Everyone is cheerful aed 
the eating goes on with, plenty of 
chatting and talking. Not infre- 
‘avently important decisions are takes 
at such table tall 


“This table etn is gral ving 
piace to the Oriya way of things 
Food i being cooked on the Belt 

Deke. Aomiiams pats are 
bing use and some times cops. The 
sep fat pater is giving place 1 
alumni phates. ‘The tribal way i 
iving place to sopistted way of 
tvaking 


‘The ashes of a Stora should rest an 
his aative sol. IF he dies elsewhere 
nd his ashes are act brought to the 
‘lle of his nativity the spirit will 
rot only lowe its interest in the village 
bot is likely 9 cast a maleic eye on 
any living villager who passes that 
way, This of course does not apply 
to deaths in the Assam tea garden, 
where many a Saora dies every Year, 
When a Sora dies for same reason 
ina village where he bad gone earlier, 
i is the daty of his mative villagers 10 
0 aad get his ashes and dispose them 
of ia the customary manner. On the 
death of a visitor or a relative the 
villagers send word of the mishap to 
‘he ative village of the deceased after 
cremating the dead body. The villagers 
‘of the deceased on getting the news 
start arrangements to get the ashes of 
the cremation. The ashes are called 
‘the boxes, 


‘The close relatives and family 
members of the deceased go to the 
Gomang or to the Bhoya ({ribal-cum- 
oficial hea) and tell im of the fact 
and request him to-go. with them. 
Thus 8 oF 10 people accompanied by 
an old woman start for the village 
where the death has’ taken place. 
Drunns are beaten ani pipes are blown 
‘en this journey and tiquos or “solops" 
ig partaken moderately at the com 
rencement and during this journey. 
‘The usual bows and arrows are carried 
as well as some maichlocks. They 
0 10 the house where their relative 
had. stayed efore hit death, On 
reaching the house, the match lode is 
fired once or twice into. the air. 
‘Thereafter the villagers of that village 
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acccinpiny them to the cremation 
from A piew of ome is picked 
0 from thease and plc a 2 new 
earthen pot. The pot is then covered. 
‘The ald. woman accompanying the 
rly eacres the pot on her bead 
‘Tha sist weeping and walling he 
arty rated to the decesased start on 
sthe homeward journey. The weeping 
Js. ally calling the "decd, 
“0'Son, where ave you gone 
O° Father, have you” left 
© Brother, why have you kit ws, 
wiat happened 10 you who. tas 
devoured you, whch spirit ha taken 
yo from this earth and 30 on.” The 

i woman is required lo do ost of 
the weeping and walling. 


On reaching the native village, the 
arty with others go to the village 
trenntion ground. weeping, bury the 
piece of bone at any corner, partake 
drink and retum to the village. 


‘The tomb stones of which everyone 
of us have heard isto be found i the 
close proximity of almost every Sacra 
village. The stones are planted inthe 
seround and stand straight which recall 
the description of the stone henge of 
Briton. “There is however 90 cross 
Stone on top of two Mpright stones. 
‘This presents a curious sight and one 
roving in the Saoca area is strode 
hy the imposing sight 


‘These stones represent the “Goo- 
Aar’—Yo the Saora langunge Goo. 
Stands for bsPying or planting and Aar- 
tangs for stone. The stones are planted 
tore as tomb stones sith of etirse a 
tribal importance attached to the 


ceregpoay which attends the planting 
‘andthe peculiar significance it has. 
A big stone is planted for a deceased 
ia a family. The ceremony is not 
performed every year nor is it done 
secorling to convenience, Avaiabll= 
ty of funds seems to be the important 
factor in deciding if the Goo-dar is to 
tbe performed in a particular year. 
Absence of disease, illness or deaths 
jn the village, a bountiful crops are 
all factors which lad to the perfor= 
mance of the ceremony. 


A day wel in advance is fixed and 
fais ually dane 15 days ahead of the 
day fixed. As soon 88 thir is Gxed 
disiation of ice arrack starts and 
reparations are set on foot t0 distil 
fa Targe quantity of ice atrack, Thi 
liquor isso stomg that the Oriyas sy 
‘you drink Souda, you wil eatch the 
Khanda (sword), These 1 days 
ahead of the day are spent in drinking, 
dancing, beating of drums ete. The 
dancing is continous and the villagers 
igo about, even women and children 
Deating dram, cymbals, bellmetal big 
bowls ete. The Mohur is blown, the 
‘Saringi accompanies at two peciiar 
time marking instruments are also 
used. One of these is a bamboo on 
which notches are cut, across which 
another smaller bamboo piece is 
Yigorously rubbed to mark ime. ‘The 
ther peculiar instrament is a collect= 
tiem of reeds or thin bambons tied 
together at one end and holding this 
bbanch at one end with the left hand, 
the dancer beats on it with the right 
Innnd marking the tine. Even small 
children of 4 t0 5 years age join the 
dancing. The village dog also catches 


the infection and moves up and down. 
"The dancers start at one end of the 
sree, go 10 its other end and again 
setum. ‘There is not much of singing 
probably beeause every one is so drunke 
that no singing is possible, This is 
the Saora dance. In such dancing the 
Stora forgets himself during vse 35, 
‘lays ahead of the fixed date for the 
Goons: 


‘The close rebtives of the villagers 
are invited from far and near, and they 
send one oF two buffaloes i advance 
for wie on the occasion. These 
buffaloes are taken care of by: the 
villagers til the day of the ceremony. 
During. the intervening period, the 
villagers go to the adjoining bills and 
forests in search of stones. Straight 
stones are carefully selected an 
Drought and kept. On the day fixed 
everyone déinks and even seal 
children are dead drunk AM join in 
‘the dancing without an exception. The 
Gomang and Bhoya or if they are 
‘yung, two t0 three ellerly 

retrain from drinking. Ts 
cause there shoold be some persons 
jn full postession of their senses in 
‘onder to receive the guests and to treat 
them with respect. The rest are all 
drank that day. 


‘The Saora is dressed fa is best 
Feathers are tucked in his red tartan, 
Every one is fully armed in the tribal 
siyle, swords, angi, bow and arrows, 
fins, hunting Ienves are held. aloft 
‘and brandish by the dancers. The 
minors sling a Bell metal (Fons) from 
the neck and beat on it Other 
childen play on the two instrament 
Asecribed. above. Some eat durms 


slog from the neck, the women tance 
fn age groups and the total pictore is 
just interesting 10 Beha, 


“The guests are similarly attired and 
‘equipped and plenty of drink is made 
fvailable to them. There are occa- 
‘Sonally serious disturbances cans in 
tose there is any inequitable supply of 
Tiguor, Sach disturbancts sometimes 
send in free hand to hand fight even 
‘esting. in casualties. The priest 
fand micine man is the Kudan, He 
‘elev to be infrequent commenion 

‘the tila Gods and with the 
spirits of ancestors. He knows medicine 
Sao adds spiritualism with. medicine, 
He offciates as the priest atthe place 
‘of Goo-dar. Cooked rie, Dal and 
several ther dishes are prepared and 
pt at the place of offering. The 
raames of the deceased are uttered and 
the aflecig in Yea platters are shown, 
to the sprit of a deceased while utter= 
ing the name. Then the rice and 
ccreies ate given to sacrificial buffaloes 
to cat, while two persons hold the 
animal by tworhoms. The name of 
f deceased ig uttered while the buffalo 
fe made to cat. When the buffalo 
starts eating a third man who is realy 
with an axe delivers a blow on the 
head of the aimtal with all the force 
he can emuster. The animal rolls 
‘down aed immediately its hooves are 
‘cot. This process ie sepeated il all 
‘he baifaloes collected for the occasion 
fase kiled. After the shughter is 
fished, the tongues, the hooves and 
the ears of the dead affimals are cut 
and the Mood cllected is poured at 
‘the place where the stenes ace planted. 
“Thereafter the meat of the animals is 
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celleted mixed with blood and cooked. 
with Kangua or swan rice. ‘This is 
tate by all the people assembled, 


“The sight of a Goo-tar is awe-stril 

ing, ‘The nowadibasis and strangers 
farofuly avoid goiag acar the elebrax 
tion, -Althoggh the non-adbast feudal 
heed levies some ebenmbs for other 
“festivals or, fanetions. he dares. not 
demand angthing on this aveasion 
reas of the dangers that attend any 
temp to collect the mamool as it is 
called, 


‘The Saora woman generally 
shorter in build and innered to hard 
Wrork from the age of 7. She works 
With the "Gobla" on the hillslope; she 
foes to cut Rog, Ret gram Ras ete 
fon the, Bagodo, She joins the com= 
munity paddy cutting (Ansara) 
‘operation, She attends to the cattle 
shed and eeps it clean, She assis 

the mother and ssters in earring 
‘tensls to the spring, for cleaning, in 
Fetching water, in elleting fel and 
in collecting ible eoots and herbs 
Fier usefulness to the family starts 
strictly speaking even earlier. When 
fhe gir ie even § years od, she is kept 
in. change of the baby. ao that the 
mother and elder sisters are free to 
tend to. work that requires more 
strength. She is seasoned by hard out 
oor wore rire than » bay of her age 
fan is able to carry lod eavler than 
‘what non-Saora_ adult is able to 


With nothite on the upper pact of 
the body except a few bead or reed 
ncktaces with small nose rings of 


gold or brass on the nostrils and long 
filver sew daighing from the lobes 
ff the ears, a hair pin or more often 
fred ribbon or rag along the fore= 
head hecping the Baie doven and ith 
4 coarse towel like cloth from below 
the navel upto about 4 inches above 
the Bree joint, males up the pictare of 
a Saora belle, Sometimes she has 
Silver or afaminiom angles on her 
‘wrists sometimes a siNer chain is 
siting loosely on the waist cloth round. 
the walt, Anklets of silver are used 
Dy prosperous persons while usually 
4 German silver or alurinium set 
tied by the common girl The girs 
Ihave mascuar bodies sind are capable 
not only ofall the work of a hause~ 
wife, but are expable of as much fikd 
‘work san adult male field hand, The 
‘wonsan not fond of gossip, and is 
as busy at a Doe all the year round 
She is setully the person who works 
the Tagodo besides doing all the 
feminine duties in the house. 


Tt fa for the above reasons that a 
‘woman among the Stora is respected 
most. “Another reaton is that the 
feonales are Inger in number than the 
rales i the tribe. ‘The woman is 
therefore not unjustified when she 
taker pleasure in feeling a sense of 
superiority complex over the male 
Sox urge is not very great with ether 
fex. Sex appetite is considerably less 
andthe marie life smong them means 
sort of partnership in agricsiure 
find house hold management. It is 
for the reasons mentioned above that 
itis a good business proposition to 
have a number of wives and to allot 
‘ach a Bagedo. The woman who i 


fully under the inuence of superior= 
ity comple naturally does , not 
take for a mate a male older than 
herself, She selects a male who is 
younger in age if the choice is Teft 
Yo her. I on the other hand. the 
choice is with the male on account 
Df his afence, he doesnot Hesitate 
to take a younger woman 88 
his contort, ‘There may: be another 
reason, The man by his reckless 

ff dissipation probably loses his viti= 
ly. 


‘is continuous work in the heat of 
the sunnier, his dissipation through 
ink, probably contribute to the toss 
fof virility at a compartively early age. 
‘The fact however remains that a Suora 
woman prefers a husband younger 
thon her and a male similarly does not 
run after ils but carefully selects 
fully grown maidens who world be 
ood hovsewives and field hands 


‘There are the following three kinds 
fof marriages among the Saoras, The 
fost common form is the same_ a5 
fanong the Oriya inhabitants, The 
Parents start dhe negotiations after 
heating of 8 stable match ina 
neighbouring village, There is consi 
Aeration in such marrage whieh js 
fixed up at the negotiation stage, The 
ost important bride price. isthe 
number af pots of liquor which should 
pus from the groom's side fo the 
ride side 


‘The next form of marriage is what 
i known as ponge (slightly silent) 
which aneans giving Higuor.. When a 
rman selects a bride, he talks it over 
with his relatives. and friends, the 


entire village becomes aware of his 
fatention or his affections, — The 
sillages start na body witha number 
Def pots of liquor for the house of the 
fith. The pots are placed at the dooe 
ff the girl and the carriers stand by 
fr alt nearby. This offer is to be 
fecepted by either the parents of the 
iin! of their neighbours, 


[1 any such persons cone to partake 
‘of the drink, the party sits together 
find drink and dung this bout, the 
reotinions atut, If on the other 
thand none of that villagers comes (0 
rink, itis inferred that the proposal 
is not favoured and the party returns 
home with the Fquor, 1F the liquor i 
accepted, it is taken om one oF 
tore such casions. The talks ane re- 
sed tl the giel expresses er perso 
ral inclination to the proposal. Then 
‘om sch an inication the gis parents 
land villagers go to the house of the 
‘groom, drink Tiquor there and Sinalise 
the negotiation, 


“The third form of marriage ts known 
as Danda Bo? A youngman takes a 
fancy for a giel of another village 
He tells his friends and all of them 
fre en the Took out for an opportanty 
‘of kindnapping the giel. They indi= 
Vidualy and collectively wateh her 
movements always. searching for a 
envenieut opportunity. When the 
irl goes to do Government work oF 
when sbe i going to or rearing feom 
A market ora vst the yourgman goos 
stealthy and catches her by the are 
mediately his compan eatch hold 
fof her and drag. her towards thet 
village. IF they are not noted by 
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the villagers of the girl she is taken 
to the house of the groom. If on the 
‘other hand her people come to know, 
they start with lthies and other wea. 
poms and if they are of superior might 
they rescue her effectively, If 
they fall or if the kidnapping is not 
interfered with , the gel is left atthe 
house of the youngasan, She is per 
siuaded by the villagers to agree t0 
narty the youngman, 

The girl quite often resents the 
kidnapping a refuses food and drink 
for a few days, She is treated dung 
‘his period practically as a prsioner 
‘hough no serious restrictions are 
Ped on her iberty and mavenents, 

‘Word is then sent to the villagers 
and parents of the gitl, They come 


and persuade the girl to remain with 
the Kidnapper, If she agrees, which 
she very often docs, she remains as 
wife with her kidnapper. If on the 
father hand, she had already her affec- 
tion placed on some other person, she 
refuses ta stay with the man and then 
she is allowed to go with her peopl. 
If she agrees, there is cating an 
diinking’ aad they five as man and 


TE the gel does not agree there is 
complaint to the mutha head and 
hie after Hearing. the sides awaeds 
compensation in favour of the parents 
Df the girl He never foregets to levy 
for himself some amount on sich 
ocasions for the trouble he takes, 


[NEFYANAND DAS 


‘The ‘Tribal and Reral Weliace 
[Department of Government of Orisa 
tool a pioneer step inthe fied of tal 
‘elucation by establishing Ashram or 
esidential schools ia the tral areas. 
Dating back from 1947-48, when the 
first Ashrain School eas established 
by the Earstwhile Backward Class 
Department at Neagaon in Phaibani 
iste, it received the Blessings of 20 
less a person than Thakkar Bape. 
Since then new schools of this type 
fae being established every year and 
here are St schools spread 


fre meant for girs which are known 
by. the mame Kanyashram These 
institutions receive grantivinaid from, 
the Central Government ant are 
Iylministered dicey by the district 


‘welfare authorities, 


‘The mame Ashram School origina 
ted fram the conception of ancient type 


REORIENTATION 


oF 7 


ASHRAM SCHOOL EDUGATION 


of etocatica where the teachers and 
‘Popils Hved and ate together, shared 
‘common difculties, and education was 
imparted by direct means, The cutri- 
clan consists of general education, 
Graft efveation, gaedening and spin- 
fing. Stoents and teachers Tive in 
the premises of the institution. The 
school has a Headmaster or Head- 
mistress assisted by Assistant teachers, 
craft teachers, aml agriculture teacher. 
ood is cooked by stents themselves, 
sometines assisted by attendants. 
‘There are provision for eat, sheep, 
goat, poultry to which the students are 
‘expected to attend. 


the frst five oF she yours of 
cetablishment of Ashram Schools the 
‘prevailing emphasis was on the exatts 
find gardening while the general edca~ 
ion was. also imparted. ‘The basie 
aim was to eatip the tribal boys with 
crafts education and gardening along 
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swith ‘general edscation, 28 the tribal 
boys were expected to settle down as 
craftsmen, farmers and husbandry 
‘men, if they could not persue their 
studies further. Generally about “10 
acres of land are attached to each 
institution in which various vegetables 
and crops were grown. Prom 1957 
the emphasis was changed to generat 
‘education wh the crafts playing. & 
seccndary role. Tn the schools the 
boys and girls are provided with free 
ooding and lodging in addition to 
reading and writing materials and 
clothing out of the stipend of Rs. 20|- 
favanled to Scheduled tribe and 
Scheduled caste boys In 1997 alo 
ay scholars from among the non 
sib residents ofthe loality were per= 
‘ited to read i the school 


‘The Ashram Schools in Orissa were 
highly praised by the isitors and 
dignitaries from and outside the st 
‘The stanlard of education fn Ashram 
Sehools at the present time has been 
no way inferior to other general 
schools in the state, which reveals that 
provided with adequate oppe-tamities 
the tribal boys and girls can compete 
with the non-tebals. 


‘The schools tech up to seventh cass 
oF middle sandard. After passing 
from the Ashram Schools quite a large 
number of students have joined higher 
‘chicols in various places sev are com 
Peting with non-tribal students 


‘This schem® which is certainly 
master piece of welfare activities for 
some years faced severe criticism from 
‘many quarters. Many tribals them 


selves considered these schools 38 insi= 
tutions for keeping the tribal buys 
‘and girls away fram higher education, 
fan making them always subordinate 
to non-tibala The eities opined that 
‘while the non-tribal boys. through 
general edncstion could attend higher 
Droficincies the tribals were made 40 
ara only a few crafts and very lite 
‘of general education. Such an opinion 
was expressed on the floor of the 
Jegislcure and in public speeches, 
‘The criticism was also always directed 
towards the mismanagement of the 
inwinutons. These are nevertheless 
the darker aspects of the scheme and 
‘aued on certain stray instances which 
are loopsided pictures of human eon 
act, However the brighter aspects 
ae the tribal boys come out of their 
homes, are educated with feee bade 
ing and lodging, earuing a few cra 
tnd developing social relationship, 
scrom-cutting the group and tribal 
barriers 


In 1998 a study was contacted by 
the officers of T-R.B. to andlyse the 
craft edvcation in Ashram Schools. 
‘The repart on those studies conde 
fn the various districts of the state 
revealed that the insitetions inthe 
beginning days were mostly oriented 
to agriculture and ceafts. It was 
agreed by the teachers that tnlest the 
faanden was geo and sale proceeds 
from the craft section were Up {0 
estimation, the staff had (face seri- 
‘oss reprimands from the authorities: 
Naturally, they could nat devote ade~ 
gute time to general education, ‘There 
‘as no commen examination and each 
school had its oma method of exami 
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ration, Except who were thorvastily 
toelese all could pass, The etucational 
{qualification of the sachers was of 10 
importance. Teachers used. tobe 
igatted. mostly from coastal districts 
find wete ot sited to the environ 
ent in the tribal areas and tad very 
ile Tnowledge of the fife and 
pryelology of tribal students, The 
hoys did hard Tabour in the day time 
find cau hasly keep themselves 
fwake after night fall to make their 
private studies. A meal is served in 
the evening stfer which the boys 
mostly slept. 


From 1936 the schools were opened 
to imepestion by Education Department 
officers and the emphasis was changed 
to general education, Attempts were 
made to recrit qualified teachers. 
‘This changed policy though was = 
broad based ne suffered various 


fit Ashram Sehool have more strem- 
fous des than the teachers ia other 
schools 


Im Ashram schoo! the routine begins 
from 5.30 A.M. and contianes after 
Tate in the night. The rain soaree 
private income for the teachers is 
Private tution which is completely 
Tacking in the Ashram schools. Bene 
fits the teachers get in these insti 
tions may be Tinited to getting sme 
‘vegetables at cheaper rate. But that 
is not a substantial one. Hence 
qualified teachers are not willing to go 
fo the interior places leaving their 


homes, New schools are now’ being 
opened extensivdy in villages and 
there is wo dearth of employment for 
teachers. In fact the demand for 
school teachers is much higher in the 
Sate at the preset moment, 


In the post some critics attributed 
cocruptions to the Ashram Schools bat 
ith the increate of prices and peris~ 
{ant sspervison such stores are now 
dholete. Therefore unless the pay 
Seales of the teachers are consierbly 
fncrened those will cantinue to be non= 
Tocrative for young men. Therefore 
the pay scales of the Ashram School 
teachers sould be increased along with 
fer facilities The free family acco 
rmodation to attract suitable teachers 
to Ashram Schools. The Headmasters 
(of the insitations are saddled with 
‘administrative and accomts work 
‘without assiaance of a derk, They 
fave to Bandle considerable amount of 
cash and have to purchase rations ete, 
‘which involve maintenance of account, 
Visit to the district headquarters and 
Block feadquarters which unduely 

them and distract them from 
Teaching work, There is the immetate 
necessity for 2 clerk in-each Ashram 
‘School to ssist the Headmaster in the 
jobs, 


Craft edvcation in Ashram Schonls 
ses considerable reorganisation, In 
the cavlice days of ctabishment of 
‘Ashram Schl the Best erat to be 
itcoced was carpentry. That used 
to help in constraction of buildings. 
“Then gradually one by ane other 2rafts 
sere introduced to include weaving, 
tailoring and smithy. From the 


chchabacumnened eh 
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stoieg made in 1958 it was found that 
the main emphasis given to the eraft 
education was not the taining imparted 
to the boys but on sale-proceds 
‘Tailoring was the most preferential 
craft but the students mainly: kaent 
to. make garments for the Ashram, 
School boys and for Sevashram boys 
Carpentry section only makes some 
beds and benghes and tables ete. Bt 
the boys could not attend higher skill as 
all delicate work is handled by the 
teachers themselves. Th weaving. the 
knowledge of the students was confined 
to making dusters and ether tit bits 
Better astiles are mostly produced by 
the teachers themselves. Smithy ie 
confined to stil fewer schools and 
wherever it is there some rough items 
are only made. Te was found from the 
study in 1938 that the craft teachers 
in the Ashram Schools are merely 
professional craftsmen belonging to 
the particular artisin castes. Their 
educational qualification being low, and 
they being ignorant of techaiques i is 
dificult for them to train up boys. 
‘The boys are hardly trained in. the 
techniques which ean enable them t0 
Seitle in future life as professional 
craftsmen, 


A sample study: made in diferent 
istriets revealed that except & fewe 
boys particularly in. Mayuebhan} who 
had got sewing machines on Yaa ad 
‘were working as tll, no other student 
ha after passing the Ashram Schoo! 
toeen seed as craftsman. The ftst, 
preference of ghe boys is for higher 
eneral education and second Govern= 
Ienteservices, who could not do ether 
fettle down as etitivators. There 
3 


hardly any Ashram tained boy aking 
to etal ke earpenty, saithy oF 
weaving in fture fife, Te wat then 
Suggested that erate tuning should be 
rune purely optional and oly hore 
boys who have apt could opt for 
aft traning, Now there are several 
rafts in each choo and the boys have 
to take up one craft. Generally i 
depends on the wishes of the teachers 
to. select boys to diferent sections 
irrespective of natural interest of the 
boys for any particular erat, Only 
when the tailoring section is fll then 
toys ate adie a to ther sections 
Now with the curtalent of time for 
crafts and with contin expats on 
sale proceeds the craft sections are 
geared to the productions of those 
items which could be pushed in the 
rrarket. Those items have hardly any 
te inthe Future ite of the tial boys, 
Je vas suggested that Junior Testi 
Schools shouldbe started i each di 
frit, “Those. boys from Ashram 
Schools who show natural preference 
to crafts could be taken ito those 
technical schools while others sent op 
for higher education, The erate 
teachers shoud be quid technicians 
‘nd not professional artisan, The 
temphasis on sale proceeds should be 
redo and funds shouldbe provided 
for training purpose. Whatever ee 
be manufactured through tralning 
shold however be sold ott 


‘There is great demand for skilled 
Workers in various development pro, 
jecte inthe state, Particulatly in 
Tuckward ares all grades of techni 
cians and skiled workers are to. be 
Jmported frm outside snd the projects 
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fre affected for want, of skilled 
workers at proper time. ‘The planers 
fare already realising the ftlity of 
‘mass scale general education which 
Droduves lange number of uneducated 
templayed persons while skilled 
‘workers and techniians are no where 
availble, "The Ashram Schools ean 
tive flips go ech training for skilled 
workers if proper reorganisation is 
cetfsted, 


“The residential pattern of Ashram 
Schools as may virtues. ‘The con 
‘mon lodging of the teachers and the 
students following a seientiic routine 
foul cocourage iscipine which is 
Tacking in other schools. Community 
feeling which is the hall mark of public 
seligol is there in the Ashram Schools. 
Provided with qualified teachers, 
fmenities for games, library, techni= 
ques for crafts and sty tours will 
feip the students, with mental and 
physic advancemeit useful in future 
life, Gardening being compulsory in 
fhe schools go a long way to incoeate 
Aiguity of labour i. producing nator 
rural setting, "The ganden produces 
fupplement to. the boarding charges, 
‘The stipend! amount i quite insuficent 
at the present price of articles, In 
many Ashram schools there is, 0 
fevigation facility and raising gardens 
Hecome impossible kn summer, Pro 
vided) with persistent irrigation, the 
production is bound to be examptaey. 
Adequate funds should be immeatatly 
provided to provide Tift irigation or 
feeneral irrigation to the Ashram 
‘School 


"The routine in the Ashram Schools 
is strensous paticwbely for boys in 


Jomior classes, Tt is necessary that it 
should be simplified and reduced $0 
that the boys are not fatigued to eon 
centrate on studies. Tn witter 
530 AM. or § A.M, is too early to 
set op and fn tnany Bil areas it fs 
ety cold at that hour of the day. 
Tnisting the boys to get up and to 
begin their work at that hour fas 10 
inspeeasive bearing on the minds of 
the bays 


‘On the above light the following 
points may be considered for seorga> 
hisation aud reorientation by the 
highest policy makers in the Ashram 
schools during the current plan 


1, ‘There are already 8x Ashram 
Sehwools spread all over the. state 
Except in certain very backwand areas 

Parlakinidi Agencies, Pottasing, 
Nimgie, Belghar, Bonda hills, no new 
Ashram Schools should. be’ opened 
Tinstead more funds should be provided 
to the existing Ashram Schools which 
‘ould then be as good as publi schools, 


2, Qualified and experienced 
teachers should be appointed for 
Aram Schools at a higher pay sale 
with free family quarters to make the 
Postion erative. In fact the Ashram 
‘School teacher should get so per cent. 
‘more tha the teachers in other schools 
Of the same qualification and grade, 


3 The Meadnastere shoul be 
provided with clereal agsstance for 
Accounts work and should not be ead 
to the Distret headquarters now and 
then and remain absent from the 
schools 
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4. <The rations ant other purchases 
are to be made by the Headaasters 
from the local markets at cicap rates 
Instead of some body else supplying 
those and taking midilemen profit 
and supplying bad items. ‘The Head- 
master and teachers know the Ting 
tnd disliking of the boys and gins 
hich wil help them porchase ration 
according to Jocal conditions, Instead 
of present Multipurpose co-operative 
society the students and teachers co 
‘operatives can be sponsored for this 
purpose, The accounts should be 
checked more frequently bythe super- 
visory staff and the boys shook! be 
smsoriated with the purchase of rations, 


5 The collection of stinents for 
adinision in the beginning of the year 
{i another problem in backward areas, 
In advanced areas like Mayurbban) 
for Sundergarh there are more appl 
‘ty for admission than the seats of 
the achools rt the position is not the 
sane in Koraput or Phulbani. There 
the teachers of Ashram Schools and 
the field staff are 19 make continues 
cffort to reerut students. Even now 
there are hardly boys. from the hill 
Tondas, Kutia Kondhs, "Dongoris, 
Kons oF Hill Store in the Asha 
Schools, An experiment could be 
‘made by sending out boys of 
auljining Ashram Schools int 
those backward areas to show 
the villagers how well the boys 
ave ooked after and taught inthe 
school, « What canbe achieved. Hike 
the teachers and field staff can 
not. “Therefore, the Headmasters and 
teacfers of Ashram Schools adjoining 
Imackward areas are to share the res- 


ponsbility of getting primitive tribal 
boys"for the schools. 


6. Craft education should be made 
ppardy optional. Only where timber 
[ availe there should be carpentry 
and not everywhere. My stadies and 
‘Giservation of tribal Fife im Bihar and 
‘his state have reveled that there are 
certain inherent skis amang the tribal 
people. If proper ‘ening is impar 
fed tothe tribals they cam make marks, 
Instead of spending large sums in 
craft education ia Ashrams, where 
cexating scale of pay is not attractive 
for qualified craft teachers, Indust 
schools are established in each ditt 
Which may. be beneficial to them, 
Alter completion of the course in the 
‘Ashram Schools, those who will not go 
for general education and service may. 
join the Industrial schools. They may 
be trained in turning, dei 
rachasiom, manvfactare “of hmple: 
ments ee.’ Even Jf we can turn out 
‘aly 10 qualified erattamen every year 
in each district we may be in a beter 
position, Orisa is gradually advanec- 
ng towards semi-industria economy 
from a purely agsicultral one, That 
so also in tribal communities. Hence 
the Fadastial schools will be attrace 
tive as wall as beneficial, We may. 
attempt in afew scheduled districts 
and abolish the crafts there. Tf the 
scheme becomes successful within two 
yeirs we say proceed in the matter, 
Only. those bays who have prefe- 
sence for eraft can take up a craft a 
4 optional ssbject and not all, The 
craft which will bein a school should 
be more of training mature than of 
‘commercial mature. “Those boys who 
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will show aptitude for eraft- 
‘nanship will go to technical school on 
feampletion of their courses inthe 
‘Ashram Sehool 


7. ‘The craft teachers should be 
qualified persons. 


8, Gardening should be encouraged 
with adequate irigation facilites and 
the produce should supplement the 
hoarding charges of the boys. About 
40 per cent, produce should be dist 
inte to the students and only. the 
remaining $9 per ent could be sold 
ft, New erops should be grown 


Which the parents of the boys and 
villagers ean Jeara, 


9. ‘The time table of the Ashram 
Schools should be simplified and not 
too mich demanding on the boys, 


10, Library and_ games facilities 
should be augmented and different 
ragagines, newspaper, and books 
Should -be_ purchased by the Head- 
master, "The time saved from erat, 
‘tM be devoted to library work and 
frames s0 that those boys who do not 
go for craft training can develop better 
igenceal knowledge and sports, 


PK, MOMPATRA 


‘The Koyas inhabit the Malkangii 
Taluk of Koraput district in Orisa 
and number 37,000 approximately 
according to the, 19§1 Census. They 
are scattered all over the Talk which 
hasan area of 2.288 square miles. The 
Taluc is covered with dense forest, 
and a strip along the eastern boundary 
takes in the Ghats with the 3,000 £8, 
plateau and the valley of Machhkund 
Which flows through this remote 
country. The climate is extreste and 
‘malarial, and rainfall is about in. 
Excepting the Sal teees on the hats 
and teak in the North, the taluk is not 
rich as regards timber trees. Several 
‘unidentified varieties of grass which 
row wildly provide good fodder for 
the rich catle wealth of the Koya. 
With regund to fatma it may be men 
tioned that tigers, leopards, Indian fox, 
bears and wolf are very common, 
Indian buffalo in larger herds. and 
bisons are also found scattered in the 


A SHORT NOTE ON THE, 
SHIFTING CULTIVATION 
(OF THE KOYAS 


‘astern region of the forest. Chita, 
‘Somblior and barking. deer are_ well 
represented. Monkeys and birds of 
various kinds including peacocks also 
abound, 


‘The Kayas constitute the principal 
tribe of the Taluk. Bondas are found 
nu the Easier Ghat rexions, Few 
Oriyas, Telugus and Muslims are also 
food. 


‘The taluk is adjacent to the Bastar 
estate of Madhya Pradesh and East 
Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh, 
‘The Koya inhabits all these regions 
A broad division of the tribe may be 
tmade on the basis of language and 
ress, The Koyas. inhabiting the 
southern-most regions of the tata sre 
Alstnguisbed for their dress. which 
they wear Tike the Telugu people of 
Andhra. They have also incorporated 
‘more Telugu words into ther tnguage, 


‘The construction of houses also differs 
as they make high siting platforms 
ff verandalis attached to tir houses, 
which axe not found among the Koyas 
fof rest of the Taluk, As regards 
‘rest the Koyas both mate and femate 
fof this area are more primitive haa 
th soern-most regions because the 
twas te nly loin eothes and female 
‘wear sloth covering the portions from 
waist to knee, all other portions 
Iaining expored. The females use 
hhevayy omaicnts of brass ete, which 
is not found among the females of 
the sonters-most region who use few 
sls bangles 


‘The villige where the author worked 
fn May 1961 is koown as Sikapall 
TK les ata distance of 10 miles south 
fof Malkangisi Sob-Divisional head~ 
fquurters, 


‘The village consist‘ 4o patrilineal 
families with a total population of 
460 persons approximately. including 
Children, Thasigh monogamy is. the 
fetal le poyyny is also practised 
ly the Koyts of this ville, The 
Inuses ae. seatered all theowgh the 
village as a result of which no regular 
street i found in the village. Attached 
tothe houses are kitchen gardens 
called “guvas! where the Koyas grow 
rustard, tobacco and eis, 


‘The village of Sikapall was non- 
existent » generation back when the 
father of the present priet of the 
‘village catn> €9 atle inthis place. 
‘The place was covered with dense 
fores infested by will animals, Later 
‘on the Koyas migrated to this poe 


from different regions and then the 
settlement was named Sikapali by the 
then Government, The present ‘Ped 
for the headman of the village named 
Maddkam Masa (go) eame next and 
after the death of his father, the pre> 
ent priest named Madan Bima, 
Thenie the eadiman of the vila 

‘At present the old site of the ill 
i being abandoned and_a. Colony 
hreing built near the village by the 
Governinent to. house the villagers. 
Ech elementary family is being given 
4 tiled house consisting of 2 rooms, 
The hotsing programme is now 

progress, ‘There is one Sevasheamn of 
School of L, P. standard established 
by the Tvibal and Rural Welfa 

Department of Government of Orissa 
where the Koya children are being 
fanight through the medium of Oriya 


Shifting Cultiootion 
“The villagers say they were practi- 
sing sifting cultivation extensively, 
‘At tht time litle oF no tention was 
‘ueing paid. to. wet tivation, The 
Goverment stopped the practice a few 
years Dacke, They were conpeed 0 
resort «0 wet calivation and were 
allowed to practise shifting eutivation 
‘only in those areas demarcated. by the 
forest department, as village forest 
Tefore going into detals 
brief account may be given of the 
system of lind tenure of the Koya 


‘The Headman of the village was 
grated Montafalasl or the tight to 
collet cits by the Rajah of Jeypore 
ts thi taluk was @ part of his estate, 
‘The Peda was asked to deposit axed 
mount either in cash or in kind in the 
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ofthis vitage that Government are not 
providing them with suficient Pua 
lia or virgin forests for. shifting 
‘cultivation and on the other hand they 
‘are relubiliating Dandakaranya re 
fuagees in these areas to oscupy the 
adjacent areas by which they will not 
aly be deprived of the advantage of 
shifting cultivation but also the source 
of fodder for their cate 


The Koyas of this village mainly 
distinguish, between types of land 
‘used for different types of cultivation, 

ly the Tow land. which can ho 
water for a considerable period in the 
year is called “Barhia Kuda The 
‘second type called ‘Usk Bed is situae 
ted samparatvey in higher level where 
Water can be stored by making small 
sarthen dams om all sides, The third 
‘ne is allel “Elka” or the slopes 
where water can not be stored and 
Which is full of trees and bushes and 
these are the sites where shifting ele 
tivation is practised 


Method of Shifting Culication, 


‘The sites for shifting cultivation are 
found situated above the low-lying 
lands at are used for wet eutivation 
‘Lackspodsenod™ or burning of jungle 
starts in the month of Pedaman fons 
corresponding to the later half and 
firs half of April and May respective: 
Jy. Cutting of treet and deating of 
Dashes are made fifteen days ear, 
While clearing a patch certain. treet 
are sparc as they provide fruits 10 
‘be consusisd by the Koyas at the tine. 
‘of scarcity. These are Tumir, Bengur, 
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‘ete. As the operation of shifting culiva- 
flow demands uch more Tabour than 
twig an individ family con. afford 
or its own ste, the work is done om 
co-operative basis, An individual 
foviter the nuber of persons be re 
Quires and every day he provides them 
ith londa oF tice beer for drinking 
i the entting and clearing are over. 
‘The Inbour- required. for cutting an 
face of land eauld not be measured 
accurately. Modkam Dewa, one of 
the informants, said, he regolved the 
services of ie persons for two days 
fo clas one of his sites and eight 
perm for § days for another patel 
ff jungle, As the land which he 
fleared for the purpose could not be 
furveyed, accurate informations could 
hot be had, But his indication to the 
aes Ted the author to assume that he 
fur sleared approximately one and 
Il to two aeres of Jand For purposes 


When the site is cleared the woot 
and debris are Teft to dry up. After 
fa week fire is act, Before making 
fire the small udergrowths are again 
fat down by the males and the ferate 
members pile up the debris, After 
pouring, the site is left sil ie stat 
taining. ‘The site 4s. ploughed once, 
‘nd when rai falls seeds are broadcast 
ney are seeds of Gora, Kohla 
(Millet) Perm, Jueab (Vigna 
‘Typiin), Tal (a kind of fruit) and 
Sibhd (bea), Post (Phaseotos Radia- 
stus), Nuoke (Seasum) and Bend. 


‘The seus of Gora (Elesima cora- 
cana) Petmi (Cajans indicus) 
Kohla (millet) are broadeast thickly 


whereas others ate broadcast thinly 
“The sites are let tll harvest of Gora, 
Persad Swan are ready to be reaped 
in the month of Dashara corresponding 
fo the sionth of Ortober and 
November. At the time of harvest 
the sites which are situated « mile oF 
fev away from the village are watched 
uring night and day to save damage 
ff crops by the predatony animals 


‘After one harvest is reaped, the 
puna elkoor the new pateh of jungle 
econies"panita lke of old one. Next 
year also the same site is used for 
Shitting eutivation but the yield is 
fesced (0 certain extent in the al 
year, Then that particular site is 
bandon for 3 to 4 years, when agai 
it is cleared for shifting cultivation, 
‘As the site becomes freshly over grown 
‘vith frees and buses the Keyas call 
“Pyna etka” or the new one, 


‘the yield from shifting exltivation 
was difelt to measure accurately a8 
the Koyas staet consuming the crops 
immediately ater harvest Besides 
they do sot have thei own standard of 
fnensure. Though they are geting 
ised tthe Yea standard measure 
ery few can measure accurately. The 
oct measie for com is given below. 

Gadi = 30 pati. 

1 Pati = 20 mans. 

1 man is equivalent to 160 tol 
which is approximately 4. tbs, An 
oproximate tease of crops. Wi 
made by the author while eolecting 
Fnformation on the total yild from a 
piece of Tand sed for shifting cutis 
Nation by an individual named 
‘Macdakam Dewa (35). Several other 


[A SUORT NOTE ON THE SHEFTING CULTIVATION OF THE KOVAS 25, 


villages. were also interviews, But 
Yor precision the information of one 
individuals being dealt with here. 


‘As mentioned above the ellas are 
isingnished es “Pana lb’ and 
"Pont etka, Madkam Dewa's Pura 
lla yielded last year (1960) two 
putis of Gora, 3 mans of Jumub, 4 
Inans of Benda, 10 mans of Pero and 
five pats of Kola. ‘The total yiek i 
Pounds is 628 ths. He cultivated 156 
acres of land approximately. Another 
individual named Madkam Panda who 
cultivated am acre got a total yi! of 
2 pitt Gore, 0 mans of Pera, 2 sans 
@ Fuub, 3 mans of Renda and 3 
Pais of Kohla, The total yield in 
terms of pounds is 4oo ths = 5 suds. 


Per acre yield for each erp is difi- 
cuit to measure as iatereropping is 
practiced by the Koyas, and no specific 
portion of the land i wed for any 
fartcular type of the crops. 


‘An attempt fas been made to show 
per acre yiskd of the mixed crops on 
the basis of above information which 
shoves that per aere ye is about more 
than 300 Ibs, and on enquiry it was 
found that the per acre yield varied 
From 3 mds. to 6 mds. 


“The crop raised are mainly wed 
as fo. Gorn ie eed for makin 
Tle beer and rls made to be taken 
1 the tine of seaccy doing rainy 
fearon. The Rendon of the illage 
informs the author tat previoaty 
they old al ther crops except gore 
and, beans in exiange for other 
cence wich as aly loco and 
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othe, These days the children 
invariably cat fermi and other pulies 
that are grown. But the previous 
practice tal im yogue and excepting 
Gore (Elesina coracana) all other 
plies ae sold, 


Before conchaling, the description 

1 he methods of shifting eutivation, 
4 brief account may De given of the 
Aigerent other types of economy on 
‘which the Keoyas depend for theit 
livelihood. Coltivation of paddy has 
been talento be the sajor productive 
technique as i shown from the amount 
fof wet land possessed by the Koy 
Wet colvaton as. practised by the 
‘Koyas may be si to be of very crude 
type. The land is ploughed after 
rainfall and seeds are broadcast, 
After that, storing of water is made 
wherever necessary. Weeding and 
traneplantation are never made by 
the Koyas and they visit the ld only 
when the crop ie ready 10 be reaped. 
‘The per ace Yield from the wet culi- 
vation fats been calculated to be much 
Jess than that of shifting cultivation 
i, aboot 300 Ths. or about 3 mds., 
approximately, 


Amoag other minor erops that are 
raised mention may be made of 
‘mustard, omize and tobacco which the 
Koyas grow in the guedens attached 
to their houses. Mustard is sold in 
exchange for salt and gruel ie made 
fof maize which is consumed and 
tebaceo is both sold and consumed 
‘The cxection of roots and trite 
free the Jungle may be taken to be 
fone of the important source of Koya 
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livelihood, Flowers of Bassa faifotia 
tree are collected in huge quantities by 
all families. ‘They are dred up and 
stored to be used at times of scarcity 
hich starts fom the rainy season ei 
Inurvest, On enquiry it was found 
‘that each family colleted more than 
200 Ibs each year, 


Among fruits Tumir or Kendu takes 
the frat place which is also deed up 
And stored for future ute, Roots of 
various kinds ate also collected. Ten 
such kinds were recorded, Uni 
fied jungle geass of ten to eleven kinds 
are also boiled and constaned by the 
Koyas. The Koyas of the village sty 
that they can Five for days together 
‘only on Yarious types of tubers cll 
ted from the jungle. 


‘The catle wealth of the Koyas is 
Jmportant—because of the fact that no 
tnarritge eerertony ean be performed 
without cate, Cattle is used for 
Drde—price and the bullock are sold 
in exehange for money to buy eithe 
ings, Cattle are also. bartered for 
bisonhorns which the Koyas prize most 
for sng as head dresses in the cere 
ronal dances, 


Hunting and fishing have become a 
brat time for the Koyas as, they’ sy, 
the forest Ive become depleted of the 
wild animals that one time infestsl 
these regions, For most part of the 
year the Koyas are seen wandering in 
the jungles fn search of wld games but 
equa without them. For fishing they 
go to the eivers dosing the summer 
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Antroduet on: 

‘The Porojas inhabit the district of 
Korapat ia. Orissa and the adjoining 
freas of the Andhea Pradesh. Their 
name is sid to be a corruption of the 
Sanskrit word “Paroja’ which means 
‘people! (also subject or simply rayate). 
Linguistcally they are inchaded in the 
Dravidian group, their original Inu 
fe being "Parfit. Now most of them 
incading woman speak Oriya, although 
the traces of their original tongue ea 
Ire picked up from their tlle and song. 
“The tribe ie originally an offshoot of 
the Gond tribe’. One of their main 


‘star (now in Madhya Pradesh) 
and their migration to present Kora 
put and the adjoining areas of the 


[MARRIAGE CUSTOM AMONG 
‘THE BARENG JODIA POROJA 
OF KORAPUT. 


Andra Pradesh (which were previs 
‘ously included in the Madeas. Pre 
dency)', In Koraput, they tive 
together with Rana, Gadba, Patka and 
Dom. Previously their main occupation 
‘wae agriculture, which was supple- 
mented by hunting and food gathering. 
Bat at present majority of them are 
lanes labourer, 


‘Sub -Division: 


“The Poroja tribe is sub-divided into 
several sections —1t scems improbable, 
a the fist instance, to find out a com 
Dlete fist of these sections due to varls 
‘ations im names in different arcas, In 
the adjoining areas of the Koraput 
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town the Porojas of the following, 
sections ase found. 


(a) Sala Poros oe Bats Poros 
{) Barong Jia Poroja 
(6) Bada Josia Poruja or Peage 


Poroja 
(a) Kinda Poroja or Selin 
(hela) Poroja, 


‘The Solia Poroja. which is given 
the higchest position in the Bierarchy 
‘of these sections is again subdivided 
into two vi; Bada Sadia Poroja and 
Sana Sadia Poroja. Among them the 
former atains from eating the fish 
fof the cow and buffalo while the Inter 
fly from beef but takes the Aesh of 
the buifalo, When a cow or a bullock 
fies, the houses are clensed! and the 
twsed earthen pots are removed by the 
family concerned. The Porojas of 
the other three sections eat beef and 
the Mesh of the buffalo, The Konda 
Porojas were previously known as 
Sella oF Cheelia Poroja due to their 
main occupation of breeding goats in 
the distant past. Now they call them 
selves as Konda Poroja as a section 
ff the Poroja tribe, and when ident 

fied as chibelia or selin Poroja, they 
et lertated, R, CS. Bell in his 
Koraput District Gazetter, 1045, Bae 
equated them ‘with Konda Dora. and 
thus excladed from the balk of pare 
Poroja, 


Marriage: 

‘These sections of the tribe are endo 
{gxmows,althoug instances of marriage 
‘outside the own section are not totally 
Absent. Among them there are several 


cans sock as Khil (Tiger), Nantal 
(Soaks), te, and sarriage within the 
[Ste clan is strictly prohibited. AN 
{he members of a clan believe in the 
‘escent from a commen ancestor and 
‘hence are brothers and sisters 


“The most important event in the life 
cof an inlividal and significant fune- 
tion in the commanity of a village 3 
the marriage. As sid by RCS. DelP 
the Poroja marriage cestoms differ 
considerably among. the different se¢- 
tons in different areas. 


“The Bareng Joia Porojas inating 
fin the villages around the Korapet 
tow, observe the following marriage 
ccustirme. Anioag, them there is only 
‘Mae marrage, and the common age at 
marriage is 18 to 21 years for boys 
find 13 to 18 years for gins, Pre- 
tuacital familiarity and the syste of 
Free lve are socially recognized by the 
Porojae, Cros-cousin marriage (a boy 
marrying a maternal mck’ daughter) 
fea favoured form of marital alliance. 
‘Aman if so Bikes can marry his 
eceasa wife's younger sister or the 
wife of the deceased elder. brother, 
Divoros ca be effected withthe appr 
val of the thal counei of the village 
Sa the grounds of marital faitlessness 
‘and marital Sncempaibility. If divorce 
is demanded by the woman, the bride 
price or the sue amount of it, if paid, 
 retorned bake to the husband. A 
‘man wanting to divorce his wife has 
%o psy compensation to the. woman 
according to the decision of the tribal 
asenibly, Widow remarriage is 
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alowed; and involves no payment of 
bride price, 


Among the Bareng Jodia Porojus 
marriage takes place ia one of the 
following ways, 


(A). Ceremonial marriage, 
arvanged by the parents according 10 
tribal conventions is called haribo! 
marriage. ti the most elaborate ad 
fexpensive type of all marriages; hence 


(2). Tn eave of heribol marriage, 
itative Hs aiays taken by the boy's 
side. ‘The parents or gutedians of the 
Imarriageable boy: make searches ant 
Jnformal approaches for brides. ‘The 
Dopo is generally put forward from 
the boy's side in thelr informal meet= 
Ings nthe market, festival or inthe 
villages, Before aay formal visit in 
pai to the gitls family, the consent 
‘of the marriageable boy i taken by the 
spoardian, But in most cases the boy 
generally conveys his intension of 
marrying the itl whom she loves, 
Ibecatse pre-marital familia betwee, 
the mareiageable boys and giels are 
teclaly recognized and they get oppor 
tunities at the time of dances ot the 
oveasion of festivals and. marriages. 
‘When everything has been considered 
properly by the boy's side, the frst 
4 pall for negotiation, 


(2). In the first calling, the boy 
and his parents carrying liquor, wm- 
fooked ee, fowl and vegetables with 
‘hen go to sée the girl formally, The 
expenditure involved in this visits 
senerally four to six rupees, They 


rettsn to their village without putting 
the proposal for consideration, 

(3). Five persons induding the 
father or gutedian of the boy and a 
‘woman, gay a vist to the gic's house 
to pitt the proposal for the fest time 
‘The visitng pasty is called raibadi, 
“These visitors take with them a pot of 
wine, nine mans of uncooked rice 
{about twenty seers), to mans of 
cooked rice, fandha and five supecs in 
cash, Palm (cola) wine isalo taken, 
if available, a8 a favourite item of 
presentation, On their arrival the 
ties parents ase them whether they 
fre got (informal visit of a person to 
fs reative’s house) or hunt (visit of 
4 person oF perions to the house of 
finer to establish new relationship 
by mariage), When the purpose of 
the visi stone ele to thems, the gies 
porvnts invite the Klnamen and other 
Inaential persons of the village for 
riogoiation. Persons present for the 
rcsasion enjoy the fond and drink 
Now the topic is initiated fram the 
boy's de with the saying "A flower 
fs blowomed ix your qasden, We 
fave intended 19 pluck it, Before 
ny reply is given, the consent of the 
tmarriagenble girlie obtained by ashing 
the same question for thee times 
‘When she express her willingness, the 
girls party will reply “If you ave 
strong enowgh to bear the burden, you 
can take the Mower”. Sometimes a 
prom cannot be fiaized due tthe 
‘unwillingness of the gi oF of the 
parents, who wait for the adviee of 
‘wie important relatives. So one oF 
more subsequent visits are made till 
the parents and the git express thee 
willingness, 


A anmanst 


(4) When a, propos has boon 
acopted, the gles parents vit the 
boy's side to ther hovse. This time 
also the sae party carrying perched 
‘ior, Hcobeer and other eatables with 
then go tothe ies howsee On this 
fccnsion a grand feast of ice, ree 
eer and preferably bul meat is 
erage for the guest; and ialuntial 
fervns of the tribe and kinsmen of 
the vllge aze als invited, This is 
the occasion when the negation 8 
conf. 

(3) The bide-price known 28 
‘hola oF Pout is generally fixed in 
nother eling, Previous the bride 
rice was commonly pid in Kind and 
Wran oniting of (9) thre blocs 
ent cows, (D) three put (three 
Maunds approximately) of unbiased 
tice or andi, (6) RS. 300 in chy 
{d) doties worth Rs sh (@) four 
famdis of tic-beer (penden) and 
nnna-eer (londha). "But at present 
theca pyment aryag for Rs $0/= 
wy Ra ey emmy Be 
sient 


(6), Ta. comaitation withthe 
dissri the boy’ party pay ancttce vist 
to ix the marriage date which wool 
be convenisnt to most of the people 
fof both the villages. ‘Moreover 
tuactiages can only take place during 
the spring ant summer seasons when 
there i no pressure of agricultural 
operations and whe they have some 
iprins in the howse to meet expenses. 


(7), A day previous to the mareiage 
day, the vilsar boys and young women 
‘escort the bride with song and musie 
to the illge of the bridegroom. 


Before entering into the boundary of 
‘the grocm’s village, the Jani performs 
2 pula with a sactfice of a fowl t0 
the vlage deity in onder to admit the 
ipl into the now village, Then they 
welcomed by: the groom's people 
vith asic aml dance. They’ are given, 
{separate howse to retire during the 
seay in the wilage. Now the bride's 
arty demand the ride-price fixed 
Cctlier which the boys famer is bound 
to comply with, 


(8) On the marriage day, the 
boride fe taken to the house of the 
groom, and dissori and Jani consume 
‘he mariage. This is followed by 
feasting and drinking. Singing. and 
dancing to the accompasiment of the 
found of the mavical instruments 
ontiwe for the whole day and night. 


(9) After a month or so from the 
date of marriage, the nevely wedded 
‘couple with fod and other eatables pay 
a visit tothe parents ofthe gel, There 
ey stay for a week or 90, This 
Irrowa as hendibahndan 


From the above description i ean be 
cclated that the total expenditure 
Jnvalved in the hariba type of Poroja 
marriage is always above Rs. 250), 
which every Parojo father cannot 
‘offord dae to economic hardship, So 
this ype of marriage occurs rarely. At 
preset moet of them are Lanless 
Ibboarer, and prefer other types of 
saeriags in which expedite fs comt= 
paratively ks 
B._ Ui Marriages ~ 

‘This is 2 type of marriage bagel 
‘upon imate love which leads to cope 
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ane Bi wed pate noe ae sesh 
Jy markets snd in communal dances 
‘on the oseasion of marriage and fest- 
vals. When 2 boy and a gie love each 
ther and decide to marry, they rn 
away fram their howses to another 
village, where some relatives of the 
irl or of the boy five. Sometimes 
they also go to a distant place, 
where no = feative fives. There 
they spend a week or 40 and then 
retum to the boy's vilge. Now they 
fare soxilly recognized a husband and 
wife and cannot be separated by thet 
parents. The bride's parents accom 
ppmied by their kh and kin come t0 
‘the hause of the boy and indace the 
irl, if they donot approve of the 
‘marriage, to return back to er Wilage. 
Her parents anil relatives are paifod 
by the boy's party with reqest, foot 
find. dink, Now they demand. the 
bride price and a, feast. When the 
amount of bride price has been sted, 
the guests and inffortial people of the 
tribe in the vile ace entertained in 9 
feast. In this eae, the amount of 
‘ride price is less ard a be pal i 
several instalments, 


C. Shinka-Lne Marriage: 


“The marvinge hy expture is known 
aay Poinka-Uera marrige. Ae men 
tion earlier, the boys and girks meet 
exch other on several occasions, mamely 
in Chait festival, whem young eiem 0 
‘en dancing expeition tothe neighbour 
ing vilige and in marriage festivals, 
‘when wilage maidens and boys escort 
the bride to the bridegroom's village. 
‘Thest occasions provide senpe for the 
boys to capture the girls whom they 


select for warviage, In most cscs 
‘Speire i alan emtaly prearranged 
ty the bey. and the gh or by the 
arent who direct thet son and 
Anoghters to x0 to a deine place 
fe cysts Figbal Sxiecstecty 
tales place, When a gid bas ben 
fapered the parents of the gil ac- 
‘coigune bythe ioe persena 
of the vilage and teats came to 
Shove and threat the boys famlly and 
Plate the gil to come out of the 
home. Ifthe gies not wilig for 
the marrage she may came out and 
sarendee herself. She i then taken 
tc to her home, and» cmpensation 
1s deeded fon the boy's family for 
‘the mistake of the boy. If the girl 
cexpreses her willingness, se may be 
indocnt by the swing Daren 10 
return back to her villages When he 
fel renaineadament, the it's party 
demand he bride price. When the 
{et is captured wien the content of th 
Tareas ant the eet, the eile pric is 
aly demanded, When the gi’ people 
woud be buy in shouting and cal, 
the bose aren's mort be buxy in 
prepring fe ative meals wih 
fat and Bqoor to. pacity the 
ess “Tate people ofthe bay's 
‘lage aso come t the rescue ofthe 
day's fay." When the temper fale 
and tension rele, pesca frm 
tah the partes sit down fo act te 
sqantan of the bride price indie 
the compensation, if any. Inthe 
‘are the bre pice is es and a not 
reir be pai imei. Where 
very thing has teen falc, the 
frets are given a grand feast with 
Tignr and cher intact as the most 
important Sem Tn an auanidous 
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moment a told by the dissari, the 
bride ant beldegroom are giver ew 
clothes to wear. A fowl is killed by 
striking ie against the Heads of the 
brie and bride groom. The weet 
couple cook it and eat in & feast. 


D, Poisamundi Marriage 


Marriage by intrusion is calhst 
Paisumundi marrige. This type of 
tuarriage though socially recognized, 
rarely occurs, ft most cases the wilow 
rand the divorced. women are iavolved 
fa this type of marriage. When a 
‘woman fails to allure the man whom 
she desires to marry, she goes and 
fakes an intrusion into his house. 
She takes some presentations with hee 
‘with the intention to Become a wife. 
She is generally abused, beaten aed 
refused food and also pot under 
several ordeals, TE she reins silent 
she is finally accepted a the daughter- 
imaw of the family. No ceremony 

performed ani only a feast deman- 
fo by the tribesmen of the village #8 


cxganized by the bos's family. Among 
the Porojas the willow and divoreed 
women are corsmon in this type of 
marriage. 

FE, Gharjaie: 

“The poor Poroja boy may serve in 
the comparatively wellto-da family 
with the aim of getting the latter 
ooghter or sister in mardiage after x 
\ipalated period of service, which 
waties from thes to five years. During 
{his period, the boy Hives as a family 
ember and senders wholtime service 
‘Atcr the stipulated period, the gic 
fg given in marriage with the boy and 
all the expenses of it are borne by the 
fisfs parents or guardians. After 
marriage the couple, f they so desire 
‘can retsem ta the boy's orginal village, 
for can emntinge to stay there and st 
pa tew home, Ifthe gin’ guardian 
an offend, a few acres of land is 
Silt to hin, Thus the marriage by 
‘service ig simed at to evade the bride 
pre and other expeases invalved in 
ther type of marrage, 


FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS OF 
SOGIAL ACTION IN THE TRIBAL 
SOCIETIES, WITH SPECIFIC 
[REFERENCE TO ORISSA 


be 


reir kare | 


FFunetona analysis in anthopslgy, i 
as developed by Malinawsky, Radlite: ie, he pons of functional unity, 
Town and thers adopts three tasic i ha ben found thatthe fll integra 
Dowtltes which are inerconseted. ton of all societies cannot be min 
"The fist of these pontulates hols that tained. Expircal” verification here 
stanardiz social activities or i leads to finding societies in varied 
of care are faetional for the entire degrees of integratien, and tems of 
tock system, The second postulate culture having” mulple fonction. 
toainaie Gnt all standardized social The second pontulate holds that inevi= 
facts and. ems of cutee fulfil abi all persisting forms of etre are 
‘ome social fonction. The third fonctions A crea seating of this 
Poste ralstins hat al these socal postulate Heads us to the postion of 
eves and cura fem are idis- — kcepting the dystnctional nature of 
enable for the maintenance of the some of the items of cure. An 
Seviety as a structure. ‘This triniyaceeptance ofthis postulate fads us 
of Sanction potuates have been sub- othe impossible position of finding 
fected. to rigorous methodological out an onganon for assessing the net 
aly, sinc they were fret enumcia~ lance of all the consequences n'a 
ted by the classic funetonalists, oot of sey, without which the function of 
which several basi considerations have not a single item of cuture can be 
oneal tenerstood. The third posta holds, 


the first_postate, 
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table components, This postulate tly 
isresgueds  fonetional alternatives, 
foqivalents and. substitutes, 


‘The aim of the above analysis is to 
show that the functional method, 
though it laid the foundations of 
scientific and holistic analysis of social 
‘ction, nevertheless, developed a frame~ 
‘work too rig to catch all its subiletes. 
TA discussion of aspects of tribal fife 

il demonstrate the veracity of this 
statement, 


It fs one of the dlches of pao 
social science to arrange all the wrist 

iutions and. cultural items pre= 
‘valent within a tribe into a taht 
Structure, Rituals, beliefs, economic 
tivities, material elture, fasily and 
fan as a matter of fact every thing 
that can be observed or inferred. are 
trranged into » socalled "way of life”. 
Many even go to the absurd Feagth 
‘of inching a stich in adress, a knob 
fn an ommaments, the size of a hoe ete, 
within is seope: 


Tone of them is removed the ttat 
structure is distrubed, leading toa state 
ff anomie. Some speci social aci- 
vities and institutions of the tribal 
‘people may here be taken into consi- 
eration. The Kedyparab is one of 
the most important institutions among 
the Kandhs, This parab or festival is 
characterised by intense social partici 
tution, ‘The purpose of this festival 
is to sacrifice buffaloes to increase the 
featility of the land and to appease 


the earth goddess whose malignity is 
‘yoy tmoch feared by the Kandhs, 
"This festival was previously designated 
as Merah scence, where human 
beings were offered as sacrifice. 


‘Side by side with this sacrifice there 
is a comprehensive secular knowledge 
shout ageicatire, The Kandh 
‘oes not believe his sacrifices to bring 
fsutomatic sults and as such the 
Socrfces are nota substitute for tol 
ing on the land and applying the avail- 
able skill to agricltare. Tt isnot aso 
f substitute for hard work nor it be 

4 promise wo bring bountiful reward 
for medioere work. It is certsinly a 
preventive measure against crop failure 
fand vagaries of nature but not a sure 
faratee. 


ven in the sphere of innovation in 
agriculture, the ritual and secular fac: 
tors operate om autonomous spheres of 
social action. The Kandh adopts. an 
Improved secd of manure as any other 
sean does. His adoption is timited, a6 
fn the case of any other groop, by 
hs technical sll and material re= 
srs. Side by side his belief in 
Keds, a8 fertility ste, also does not 


‘The le of the priest, who per 
fons the rites of Kedu, also bears 
significance to this problem, He is 
Tooke upon as a person silled in his 
trade and secular tests are applied to 
Gndge is skill. The energy with which 
the priest performs his tasks, his sil 
in Iandling the objects of worship et. 
fare taken into consideration -quite 
independent of the ritual santity of 
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the occasion. In dition to this he 
believed to possess charismata. which 
pts him ina category very distinct, 
from the ordisary man, as far as 
ritals are concerned. Tn other walks 
of life he is treated as an ordinary 


‘The role of functional atteratives 
and. fenctional substitutes becomes 
‘ear if one-traces the history of this 
festival, 30 graphically depicted by 
‘MacPherson and others. Against the 
‘forts of the British Government to 
suppress the human sacrifice, the 
‘Kandhs pot up almost mo resistance. 
‘On the other hand they easily sifted 
tw buffalo sacrifice, not because they 
found any ritual’ sanction for the 
animal and certainly not for any belief 
In the charismatic powers of the British 
Government. It was solely on the 
basis of the secular recognition of the 
superior military strength thatthe 
most important religious festival of 
the Kandhs underwent a radical 
tang. 


‘The mmltiparpose role ofthe shaman 
among the Saoras of the Ganjam 
‘Ageney makes another interesting 
study. The shaman (both male and 
female) is just like any other person 
in the ordioary sphere of activites. 
No fear ce favonr is accorded to his 
in the secular fiekd, because of his 
status as a shaman. Yet he is sup- 
Posed to possess Charisoatie powers 
‘which make him the only suitable 
person to invoke the sprit atthe time 
fof any public or private calamity. 


‘The role of the shaman is specially 
‘conspicuous in curing diseases. He is 


‘very often called to invoke the spirit 
when somebody falls, At the time 
fof epidemics he is kept constantly 
busy. However, side by side with the 
invoking of the spirit there has 
Geveoped a secular knowledge of 
feedicine among the saoras, though, 
compared to modern medicine itis ina 
very radimentary stage. The effeacy 
(Of this medicine i judged quite apart 
from the ritwal role of the shaman, 
What, however, is of great significance 
is the adoption of modern medicine by 
the Stora. Due to difialies of com> 


hasbeen very 
‘we are not concerned here with the 
extent of this adoption. What con 
‘cerns us here isthe co-unction of this 
‘adoption with the shamaniste prac 
tices. 

This adoption of modern medicine 
by the Saoras isin the same plane as 
the adoption of improved methods of 
agricaltire by the Kandhs, Here 
functional alternatives pave the way 
fof coexistence and complementary 
functioning of the shamanistic cura, 
with modern moticine. 

1 is certainty true that all social 
action must have structral integration 
at some level and if there ie no ach 
{integration the group under con 
ation cannot be termed a8 a society. 
‘What is intentel to be pointed ott 
here is the autonomous character of 
spheres of socal action. ‘This charac- 
teristic of social action as, nfor- 
funately, been naplected by many 
anthropologists which has given ise 
to very wrong notions. One aspect, 
that is the ritual, has been allowed to 
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obliterate the others, especially. the 
secular, which inclades technological 
mowledge, skill and activities. This 
hs almost made it impossible for 


Also vitited action research and ren- 
deed it inefestive. 


“The structural mtegeation of tribal 
societies should rt be worked out on 
the rigid and static frame of the 
classic fonctionalists but on the 
dynamics of the co-relationship of 
‘autonomous spheres of action and the 
multiplicity of functions, 
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Dorinitory is one of the oldest isti- 
tutions in Tribal Socstes which 
exercises considerable influence i the 
formation of the character of titel 
people. The doneitories have prolie 
functions of socis!. economic, regi 
fons, political and raat importance 
for thir members. But anfortemtely 
ander present circumstances this al 
able insttition is gradually vanishiag 
‘vat from varions tribal sects, The 
=~ impact of modern culture, the growing 
effect of inlustrialization ard the i 
fluence of the missionaries ine ereated 
conditions leading to the decay of the 
dormitory system, Such afuences 
fave romghe about — conserable 
changes in the traditional patterns of 
Mita! life. Dormitories in many ti 
+ Bal Wieden ate either vanishing out 
for are getting thoroughly changed. 
In this erucialsisaton itis necessary 
{or the anthropologists to stoty vari 


DORMITORY ORGANIZATION 
oF 
‘THE JUANG OF KEONJHAR 


‘ous dormitory organisations in tribal 
socket. 


‘The presen article an the dormitory 
‘organization of the Junag, is based on 
the data collected diring a year's stay 
jn wo Jung vilges—Barura and 
Phulbadi—of Keonjhar District 


Majowg, the Dormitory House of the 
Jang, 


Jungs, ane of the most primiive 
tmber of Orisa have the dormitory 
organization of their own, Theit 
ormitory hoase is. called Majong 
‘The Mojang is usual 


age. Te is 
cconstroced by the twamarried boys 
Imows as Kangerhi who sleep here 
st night. ‘The unmarried girls (called 
‘Seionbi) plaster it in every two or 
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three days, Inside the Majong are 
Feet the drums, the ehongus and food 
grins of the village common fund 
‘A. fire is kept burning day and 
hight at the centee of the Majong and 
the boys sleep encircling it 


‘They sleep on mats of date 
wooven by gels and ave a wooden 
Strture as their pillow. While ale 
fg they Keop their feet wwards the 
fire and theit leads 10 the direction 
of the Majang walls 


Factors determining the admission in 
ddormidory 


‘The factor of age determines that 
the members of certain specific age 
categories are permitted to be oF are 
Formally admitted into the dormitory 
a its members, Generally the dormi- 
tory is the organization of the un 
‘married youths and ‘one ceases to be 
its member after hisiher marrage 
‘The term wmsnarried, ax used in this 
context inclides the persons of both 
young and old. age, and. ence the 
Bachelors and the spinsters are also 
considered to be the formal members 
ff the Juang dormitory, 


Marriage, as described eaier, 
rmiater agsiast both sex and. age 
feategores in dormitory house, but the 
tases of the widows oF the widowers 
fumish an exception fo the standard 
orm, The widowers alway seep in 
the Majong with the wnmarvied boys 
‘and. ove oF {9 widows always sleep 
with the Seow, Ty fact the wiowes 

(generally old persons. who have no 
inclination to matty. again) and the 


widows (old enough so that there 
Teast chance of them getting remarried 
to some body) are considered as 
Kangerki and Selanki respectively in 
an informal way, Besides sleeping 
with the vinmaeried. youths they also 
co-operate and take active part in the 
iurop activities of the youths, 


Sox and age are the two important 
factors for Mojang organisation, but 
these are tot the only factors deter= 
mining whether of not one is to be 
considered a formal member of the 
Majang, a this connection it may be 
Ientioned that the membership into 
the Mojang. is not compulsory. °A 
person of proper age and sex may not 
hecessatily have to be the member of 
Alormitory. The factor of | wealth 
fosters the wssal trend and acts as an 
important determinant. A person 
desirous of becoming a member of 
Majang should have, enough money 
and crops to contribute to the common 
fund of the Kongerbi and should be 
able to afford the cost for undergcing 
the ination ceremony marking off his 
‘membership in the dormitory. 


‘An unimartied boy of twenty years 
in Phulbadi- was found to be not 
recognized as 8 formal member of the 
fajang de to thece reasons, fey for 
his provety in contributing money and 
ferains to tho common fund. of ‘the 
Kongorki snd for undergoing the 
initiation ceremony to be a 
Kangers for his incapibility to. beat 
Changw with the Kavgerhi; and. for 
not sleeping inthe Afajang with other 
tmmarried boys, Since he i not 
cosidered. to be a member of the 
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Aajang he is debarred from enjoying 
the powers and privileges ofthe formal 
renders of the dormitory: 


Admission into the Majong 


Membership to the dormitory is not 
casi in Juang, society, Tt is always 
accompanied by "ites-depassag 

‘The term ‘Kanger’ is a general term 
to mean the tnmarried bays of 
rarriageable age, But to be cons 
dered a8 4 formal member of the 
Alormitory, ey, to be a full-fledged 
Konger, a boy should undergo an ii: 
tiation ceremony on Amba Nua (the 
situa for first niango-eating. 


Amba ua is observed inthe month 
‘of February-March when mango 
fruits are coremonially offered to the 
village deities and ancestors before the 
villagers. start eating those. — The 
Kangerki tave special roles to play in 
this ritual. They worship. thele 
chaupe and drums anid offer shares of 
chicken and rice piles to Changu gods 
‘Also on this day fresh enndidates are 
admitted into the Mejang. A can 
ate desitows of becoming a member 
‘of Majong contributes some 
fachicken for the its 
inembers af thelafang cook food neat 
the stream. The new candidate offers 
shares of cooked rice to the ancestors 
Jn a fneding posture keeping one of 
his legs on a pole spread horizontally 
over two forked pillars of 4 to fect 
high. The elderly members theow hot 
water at hisepelvis and privates and 
the boy has to face the ordeal boldly 
without complain. A tor piece of 
‘mat is tied around his head and a 


bell hung at his waist, Hl rans around 
the” Majong seven times with otber 
members of the Aajang accompanied 
by a small boy beating Changu with a 
sick ia front, While the boys keep 
runing around the Majong the older 
people shout loudly and throw ashes 
At them fram inside the Majong. It 
is omly after this that the boy is for- 

aly admitted nto the dormitory and 
is known as a full Need Kenge 

‘The significance of tying a mat 
around the head of the new Kanger is 
rt known, but tying bell signifies some 
tise, Tt rings when the boy runs and 
by hearing the sound the villagers 
some to know about his admission into 
the dormitory, Running seven times 
around the ‘common house signifies 
that his fo is formally attached to 
the association and the activities con- 
cerning the dormitory, 


mposmge for Girls to be 


ry itl, after attaining her 
puberty is elled a “Sean” but before 
becoming a fullfledged Selon she 
cannot take part in some of the acti 
vities of the formal Slam, For 
txample, she can not make gift to 
Bandhu boys and cannot get a share 
Of the gift which the Bandhu Kangorti 
make to the village Selah, She also 
fannot accompany the Selanki when 
thy pay formal dancing visits to thee 
Band villages. No big etal is per- 
formed for a ginl to step in to. the 
status of a formal Selon, When a gil 
‘wants to bea Solan she asks the older 
Solanki and they give a share of the 
Bift of their Bandw Kongorbi to het 


” 


It is after 


ting this, that a git 


assumes the stats of a formal Sein. 


Age-grades in Juang Society: 


‘The life of a Juang is based on = 
ninefold age-grade classification, Ac- 


coning to this the male and female 
population ave divided ato nine class, 
“The distnetive paraphernalia and pi 
vilages of each group wil be discussed 


afterwards 


‘Table-1, 


Age Gruen Tu Juang Society, 
(A) Age Grades Bor Juang Males, 


AgeCendes, Approximate 
‘age a yours 


Wai Cuikdy Up 108 yours 


8.16 you. 


“Kangen” 


(ont bey) 
Kener 

Koma ue 
(aio nae) 


Busha or Alter 50 
“Bante 


Kamanda After marriage 


‘ant generally 
fold ego 
Widower After the death 
of wife 
Bachelor, 


Residence 


Ae ome with 
pants, 


AL Aajang, oF 
‘bom, 
Ab Majang: 


to 


Abhome ith 
‘ils, 


At Majong 


Remarks, 


Not a format 
‘Kango 


Same as above bat 
Having wndorgone 
Initiation coree 
mony. 


Continues to, bo a 

Falmer 
the Majong tll 
hoyiven sehen 
od home st to 
angi, on 
Anbu, 


After being installed 
ton an office 

theowgh a special 

inate 
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(B) Age Grades for Fuaing Females, 


1, Wadi (Chitty Upto 8years. Ab home with 
‘center 
2, ‘Tobia Selon 8 t>18 yours, With girl or 
@ Boniari San, ‘eHow 
- “Selon” dom Not 8 formal 
| ‘aan, 
4 Salen to Admitted as 
- feral mere ot 
dorm 
ater Seal 
‘bnarvancen, 
5. Gara Stan After muri ome with Before stat sleepin 
Gand ay) Anbar, i the he 
‘wobacoo, end mat 
tothe! mabey 
ot hee il 
dormitany, 
© Burk (old dy) ARor marciago do BA 
tld og, 
1 Kemanda Rac dom ~te ‘Alor the hosband 
(wie ot a becomes Remand 
Kananda) : 
8 Ale tok daw Afar the death Tn. her home 
Geto) ‘of the husband, sono’ or with 
art 
©, Spinter & oe 
‘The discrepancy between the bio- their own group. This iy becuse, jn 


Aogial and socal age groups is bred broad. sense al the Kangert ne 
‘up within the framework. of youth — cy 

+ onginietion. “The socal norm does as ltrs to each ote, 
not fave an ondinary person to joke 

swith any" body yeho stad madjoot 

feneaton to him or ‘her, tthe 


idered as brothers and all Selanki 


Format obsereations for marking off 
the line Betton the wmarried and the 


Kanye and Sclanki of own, aker- "Pd 
nate, and adjcent generations are After marriages, a Konger astomati 
allowed to joke with each other within cally steps into’ the status of a 
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Kamathora Konger bite continues 
to work and co-operate with the 
Kongerki sil he can afford to. get 
Ihimsel€ detached from the anger 
through a special observance. Right 
After the marriage the groam does not 
sleep with his wife, A new howe i 
‘ult for him and on the eonstnmation 
day of the marriage he has to take 
farewel from the Kangerti by giving 
them cakes, tobacco, and a nat: 


After this formal observance the 
‘oy is pereited to sleep with his wite, 
bot he fill continues to be a eegular 
tember of the boys? dormitory. and 
fulfls most of the obligations of his 
association group. When he wants 
to resign from the group of the 
Kanyerbi he gives one Pai ot more 
tice and a chicken to the other 
Kangerki on the Anta Nua situa day. 
Weis after this only that he exases 10 
bie a working member of the youths! 
group. 


‘Sinvitay ix the situation for agit 
to get herself detached from the mem 
ership of the youth organisation 
‘Atter her marriage and before starting 
to sleep with fer bnsband she comes 
to vist the KongorA and Sefankt of ber 
itl, She brings cakes tobacco aud 
4 ew at for thet 


The Rote System: 


Fy group is entrusted with 
special roles att responsi under 
the perview ofthe destitory and yout 
Dnyanization, The roles. of certain 
specific are groups as directly con= 
firmed with the dommitory Hife would 
bre diseased here. The boys and its 
‘of Majong choose a sponser of theit 
town fnonen as Tendabor who acts as 
their qoardian and moral advisor. 
The role of the Tandaor isvalso des- 

this connection, The fllow: 
samineriaes the duties of such 
‘age groups. 


Duties of Various Age Groups in Juang Youth Organization +— 


AGE GROUPS ‘Vamious Ronis ax Resroxstnnzries 


1. Kangerki 


Bringing Srewood for the 


Mojang be 


Thatching and repairing of 


AMojang asl construction of new 
Majong incase of changing village 


Insualling stone emblem for 


Gham Siri in a ne village 


Making chong and drums 
CContrution of ots, pigs, oF 


seep on sar ville rita 


Cooking for Kamandabi on rte 


al days 


Selon 
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7. Collecting rice and other food 
sells from every house for guests and 
visitors and for feeding Bondhu gies 
‘on their dancing visits, 

8, Help cooking and fetching water 
in feasts sud marriages, 

‘9, eating Chongu overnight on 
rita days, 

10, Obeying Tandokor and the 
village elder 

11. Getting hired as a communal 
working party by Tondohar or by 
ther vilayers, 

12, Bringing firewood to the house 
cof the groom oF bride on the ovenslan 
‘of marriage, and for Tandebwr and 
village offers on major festive eae 

3. Helping outsiders to entry 
their bags and baggages to the next 
nearest village. 

14. Storing bundles of grains in 
the Mojang as a common fund of the 
village, 


1. Plastering Majang and sweeping 
the plaze in every three or four dys 
‘aud positively on itil occasions 

2, Supplying Yeaf eyps and plates 
‘on feasts, and festival, and for guests, 
and visitors, Grinding spies on above 

3.__Husking paddy given from the 
‘common fund of the village, 

4+ Grinding cakes on certain itl 
age rials. 

5. Getting hired as a working 
party. ‘ 

6. Dancing overnight on ttuaand 
festive days, 

7. Obeying the Tandater, the 
‘widows, and the village elders, 


4“ apis 


Widows ond spinsters steeping 
swith the girl 


4, Whowers and backers 


§ Sonatangerbi ond Tokali Sclanki 


6, Tandohor. 


Failing to do the duty, as preseribed 
by the noms of the socieyt, is cons 
dered) asa deviation for which the 


1. Taking cise of the gies and 
eeping an eye a to what they do. 

2. Decide and select the village to 
which the girls should goon dancing 
vst, 

Sh Accompany the gists in their 
dancing vps 

"Help in courtship between the 
inl and thelr Bandhu boys, 

5. Catry the gifts the ginls send 
to their Randhw Kengerbi and bring 
‘the information baeke from the later. 


1, Keeping an eye om the activis 
ties of the Kangorbt and helping them 
jn co-operative works, 


1. Paging forthe senior members 
and helping them in dong menial works 
and rong eerands 


1, ‘Taleng care ofthe Kongerk and 
‘Solanki and helping them in their need 
in tending money, rice and other things, 

‘2. Can hire the bays and girls to 
work om his fil 

‘3 Should watch and see that the 
boys and gies do not violate any norm, 
fof the society oF neglect in dischany 
ing their dates. 

“Can prinish them for neglecting 
in their dy. 

5 Mast be consulted before any 
oily hiner the boys and glely as a 
working party, 

6, Should give cooked rice to the 
boys and its on major festive oeae 
sions, an should slaughte 
sheep for them when he et 
his office of Tandab, 


offenders must be punished by the 
village elders, The punishment may 
be of four kinds, 
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(©) Expilsion from the Mfajang. 


(2) Physical punishment Ike stand- 
jing on one teg, holding. the cars, 
ating the second finger in excrete 
ft in minor offences, and beating ia 
‘mse of adultery and incest. 


(3) Finey—of money, Tiquor, gomt 
and ee, 


(A) Verbat scolding and caution 
ot to repeat the work again. 


Both the girls and the boys are 
Dunished for failing to discharge their 
dates property. The boys are gener- 
ally punisted for not bringing few) 
to the Mojeng and for not aying the 
village elders. Similarly the girls are 
found fault with if they do ot plaster 
the Majong and sweep. the plaza 
equlanly, Te Firs attracts the atten 
tion ofthe vilage elders when thy bop 
or girls are found irregular in perfor. 
ming their duties, They first accuse 
the Tandator for not sipervising the 
Work of the KongerAi and Slit 
‘Some times he is fixed one or tivo 
rupees for the fault of the Leys or 
Kis. Then the Blame falls the ac. 
tual offenders. One of the ain Features 
of the Juang youth orgaaisation isthe 
collective responsbity ofits mesbers 
Negligence of one's duties or faite 
to carry out amy assigned task fn ease 
‘of one member ofthe donnitory resus 
‘in punishment for the while. group, 
es members are fined and they have 
to give rice (generally onc to two 
Khan), goat ora pig sad aboot tes 


to five rupees for liquor to the village 
sliders, They cllect these things from 
their own houses or borraw fram sme 
body to be repaid by working om the 
creditor's field, The staffs coleced 
Dy fines ate nse for holding a feast 
in the village, 


Remuseration For The Difereat Age 
Groups: 


1 have mentioned easter that eves 
‘ace group has its powers and privileges 
ailinted with its rights and responsi- 
In other words, each respons 
js rewarded in the formal 
structure of the society, Rach stata 
‘enforces cectain dats nd the reward 
‘oorivate the dates 19 be trandlated 
into action. The privileges. andthe 
emuseration of the various age 
romps associated with the donnitory 
‘ganization are described briefly, 


A. Kaagerki and Seleonti; 


(3) During maeviage the Kangerbi 
and Selaoki always associate with the 
reams 


‘room's four. Dering the mariage 
Desiod they are given food to eat by 
the groom's parents 
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(4) A smajor portion of the bride 
vent which the groom's party give 
Wie bride's villagers goes formally 
to the Kangerki andthe Selon of the 
Teide’s village, though he amount 1 
fact, is shared by all the villagers 
‘To Khandi of ply and two Khon 
ff ee (out-of the total amount of 
ever Khon of psy and a Ahond 
Sf rice) in liven for the cost of the 
furmerie and oit for the Kongers and 
SSelonki (Kanger Selan ojon song.) 


(Gi) For giving constant company 
to the bride and the geoom in geooin's 
Vilage, the Kangor and Selon get 
Jrepecial share of sice (about ten pa 
tea Khondi) and a goat or a chicken 
‘Fie Kangerbi and Selanti cook it and 
distribute among themseves. 


(jo) After martiage the bride and 
the groom make aeeresonial visit 1 
the beile’s village with the bride 
Wealth, The Kaugerti and Selon of 
The. groom's village also go with the 
ride and the groom. During, thelr 
stay they are fed by the bride's parents 


() On major twat days the 
Rangorht av Selonbi bring ire-wo0d 
find eaves to the andar and hey 
fare fed by him. 


(ei) The day, the Tendator is 
ected by the Kangerki ant Selanti 
fre ives one share of cooked ree and 
eat curry 10. the Kangerki and 
‘Solanki ofthe village. Similarly when 
A Tandakor resigns from his office 
fhe provides coke rice and meat curry 
tothe Kangerti and Selonki, 


uit) ‘The ame the situation, when 
mm becomes a Kamara (an offs 
by irtve of which be can take ative 
Fhe tn vitals of the village) he gives 
W apeial share of cooked sce and meat 
fcury to the Kangerki and Sulu 


(iit) On every sit goesion the 
Kamandabl get the head seat of the 
flnwghtered aninals which mo other 
fuortied_ people except thes can eat 
The mat ad the sce grains used in 
the lvls ave evoked in the Majong 
be etw Kangerki, Both the Kemandalt 
fad the Kengerb eat this food, 


(¢9) Laaly, the Kongerhi_ 
Slo, whe hited as a working party 
thy any bosty are given rice and geat 
fetch they cook and cat in the field 
fon any conveniet day. 


B Pondakor: 

(4) Te has already been pointed out 
tint on major ritual or festive occas 
ons the Kangerki and Selonki are 
ven a meal by the Tandakar, On the 
finove occassions the Tandarkar is 
tupnlid with firewood and leaves by 
he Kangerki and Sefanki 


(Gi) When the Selomti andthe 
Kangerki of» sllage get gin from 
‘hele Bond Kangerki or Selon they 
itive a abare of their gift to the 
Tondakor. 


(iit) The Tandakar had.the eight t0 
ase the Selonbi and Kongerki of his 
tillage to work on hie fell even though 
fhe exmtot pay them anything for thelr 
labour. 


cot 
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The Widows And The Widowers: 


"They do. ot get any remmeration 
front the village. Only those widows 
tnd widowers who associate more with 
the Kengerki and Selonki are given 
slates of the gift the later recsive 
from their Bhandhw. friends, The 
social, ceonomic, and other group 


activities of the unmarried boys and 
firls concerning the Majang, and the 
Yarious fanctions of Majang are to be 
discussed in a subsequent paper. All 
these would be able to give a complete 
Picture of the life entred around the 
Aonnitory ia Juang Society, 


a apinnst 


ANT KISHOUH RAY 


‘This paper Is the outcome of fild- 
work among the Juangs and. Bhoiyas 
‘Of Tihwiya Pith’ inthe district of 
Keonjhae, Orissa, The Biya Pith, 
which hae ben at present 
Heclared as one of the special mult 
ppurpnee Block, covers an. area of 
Fac, ils with popuation of 
GuAst spread out in 313 vlles and 
troupe together into Eleven Gran 
fanchayals. 


In the preset paper an attempt has 
teen made to desribe the tole of 
“Telkok weekly markit on the various 
cake groups inabiting Bhuiva Pith 
‘The stnly has oon designed with 
siew to presenting the role of market 
fi rlation tothe following min 
fumetons:— 


(2) How the products manufactured 
by the local caste people are distributed 


ROLE OF WEEKLY MARKET 
IN TRIBAL AREA KEONJHAR,, 
‘ORISSA 


Jn the ane, (8) Hlow the people export 
ome products and import others, 
(ii) How the products are created 
in the area, (2) How money is used 
fs a medium of exchange. 


[Let us first present a general view 
fof the Physical envionment of the 
fren. One of the most striking fe 
tures of the aren is the mountainous 
tracts which are all stated inthe 
upper catchment basin of the river 
Vaitavini. ‘The highlander, Juans 
and Bhuiyas of the area, ane well 
low for their erie metho of sbift- 
ing envation, which affects the stats 
‘of yegtatin before it whimately dis 
appears anil gives way. boulders 
and finally to bate rocks, The Sal forest 
‘onstiutes the original covering of, the 
mountainous tract in association With 
other antive  veyetations,  Kendu, 
Kusuma, Amba, Mahula, Panasa, Bija 
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te. The ancient rocks of this area 
belong to the iron Ore Series, epidor 
tes with some quartite. The anssal 
‘rainfall of the tact is of the order of 
70°80 inches. The minor forest pro- 
ducts, Tike, gums and resins, Seba 
srass, Kendu leaves and barks sre 
‘exported from this area. a addition 
to the above forest products, refereace 
‘may be made to sugar eane cultivation 
cnrred on Dy the Chasa caste in. the 
Tower reaches of Blniya Pirk, 


A look into the market: 

‘The weekly market at Tekoi is 
situated in Charigash region of Keon 
jar and Ties 32 miles south-west of 
‘Keonjharyarh. The market i situated 
about half a mile from the fair- 
weather rod and a bus service con 
nets it, with Keonjharyarh and Palla- 
haa, $2 miley and 18 miles distant 
respeclively. The other very saall 
market at Kasha, about 32 miles 
from Telkoi and near the borderline of 
Divskanal and Keonjhar district, i 
of very ltl importance tothe people 
of Bhuiya Pish, 


‘The market is eld in the open, at a 
fixed place. It was only fn 1936 that 
Some thatched houses, a few tine 
roofed houses of permanent mature and 
4 well were constructed by the C. D. 
Depastwent. In this area the matket 
(hata) is named according to the day 
(Sunday) of the woek on which the 


market the. 

In the moting of the appointed 

day, streams of people, tribal and non 

tribal, converge on the market place. 

‘The lication of the market permite 
1 


everbody to visit the market and 
rerum home joa single day. The 
People of this region are great walkers 
‘On marker day no one wants to stay 
at home even if their homes are as 
mach 2s 20 miles from the place 

The market is much more than a 
market in the ewonomic sevse, It 
‘alo social and politcal gathering o 
importance in the life of the people. 
‘About a thousand people attend it from 
highlands as well as from the ncigh- 
bouring towns of Keonjhar, Talcher 
etc. Men, women and children of 
difereut communities assemble at the 
market, The traders reach the market 
bby means of motor, buses, car, 
tracks, Bieyele or on foot. They set 
‘up temporary sheds like tents. Most 
‘of the people arrive at market by 9 
hour and disperse by noon 


‘The women, specatly of tribal fll, 
‘gossip on various topes, tke marriage 
negotiation, festive occasions, foo- 
problems, poultry ete. The men gather 
apart and talk on various community 
Problems. The unmarried boys and 
‘ies of tribal communitics move into 
the market and are onthe look-out For 
smile partners. Exchange of pre- 
sents in the form of sweets, beads 


Juanes, Panos, and Hadis, stay a short 
‘Gitance away from the teat of the 
cron. OF course this is not rigidly 
‘maintained nowadays, The bigger 
artices, Tike pots, baskets and mats 
are generally sold near the peripheral 
region of the market place, The cath, 
‘wieasils and stationery shops ary dis- 
played in’ the sheds, The hawkers 
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save around the market with sweets 
and varied articles of daily necessities. 
‘Rice i sold at one commer of the 
marketplace, 


Setement fabric: 


‘The structure and character of the 
market, depend largely on the setle= 
‘ment fabric around the market. Let 
tus fist deal with the distribation of 
the socal groups in the ecological st 
tp of the Bhuiya Piet, 


Movement of population inthis 
‘region isa gradual process. The igh 
landers Juangs and Pousi Bboiyas are 
‘original seters of this land. The 
Gauras and the Panos, who came in 
smany generations ago, lso live in the 
fmountsinous tracts of Bhuiya Pirh. 
“Later on, members of the Chasa caste 
‘migrated to the plain area of Charigath 
region of Bhuiya Pista. Gradually, 
artisan castes, Teli (clmen), Tanti 
(reaver), Kumbhar (potter), Kamar 
(Blacksmith), and Thattari (Brass 
worker) came to this land and settled 
in nearby the Chasa caste vilages. 

‘Although the actual census data are 
lacking, the estate of popation in 
Dhuiya Pith is based on the recent 
survey vy Village Level workers of 
C.D, Departvent. It is estimated that 
75, per cent of the population are 
‘Scheduled tribes and Schetled Castes 
in this region. 


‘The Patri Bhuiyas and the Juanes, 
who inhabit the highlands of Bhaja 

th Block remectively, known as 
Bhuiya Pirh and Juang Pith, depend 
‘mainly on sifting cultivation and their 


cconomy is below the level of subsis- 
tence. In the hilly region, they live 
in dispersed clusters i which houses 
fare closely packed without any arder. 
‘Nearly 60 per cent of the population 
are inhabitants of mountainous tracts 
‘of the region. These trib people 
‘whose ancestors were original setlers 
‘of the land, are gradually shifting 
their settlements from valleys towneds 
the interior of the mountainous tracts 
doe to progressive want of extivable 
lands, Tt nay be noted. ere that the 
Government has, of fate, been trying 
40 settle the peaple in colanies. This 
fas partly checked the migration tor 
‘wards hills described above. 


‘The Tanti (weavers) cate of Bhuiya 
‘Mundas and Kolhs are immigrants to 
this land from the northem distits 
The Mundas aod Kolhas who are 
sted cultivators, have migrated from 
Singhbhum. They have retained their 
traditional country made tiled-root 
bosses 


‘The Tanti (weavers) caste of Biniya 
ith are not original setlers. They 
migrated from Talcher in Dhennal 
district about a generation oF two ago 
and settled in the villages, Deuldiha, 
Golatandha, Srigira and. Brijhabahal 
te, Most of these villages are with 
fa radius of 8 miler from ‘Telkot 
market. The weavers who ate in the 
habit of using only throw shntle looms 
have recently heen supplied with the 
ficient Ay-shotte loose by the C, D. 
Department. It ie sad that the bus 
ness of these people have not improved 
owing to the beavy import of mille 
sade cloths in the market, One see 
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tion of Pano caste people, who are 
weavers migrated ito his anes ong 
ago. The Tell (ollmen) easte come 
ing certain seasons (Paus-Phagun) 
'o this area from the adjoining disteet 
‘of Dhenkanal inthe south, They. 
invariably setle down in the villages 
‘mainly dominated by Chava eaite 
oople, They’ ave aistebuted in. the 
Villages near Telkot markt within a 
radius of 5 miles, The villages, 
Kotrapaii, ” Udayagie, — Dublapal, 
Chaminda anit Jata are the ala 
camping places of these people, The 
villagers, generally of the Chasa caste 
supply iseeds like Soriea, Rast and 
‘thas to the omen for extracting ol 
‘The later receive a percentage of 
oil aud the cakes for their kbour, 
the share varying. in accordance wit 
the kinds of oilseed. ‘The teal 
aboriginls, Sanal, Kotha, and Muda 
extract ol by means of primitive 
plankspress. 


Jy Bhaiya Pirk, the Kamara 
(Blacksmith) caste “are eettled in 
Nungaon, Kuladera and Gohilpar 
yillages which are within. § miles of 
Telkol vile, A very ertle method. 
of sncling iron ore is adopted by 
this caste,” The selstion of etl: 
ment depends mainly on wvalability 
‘of ores which are found ia plenty on 
the surface or ia shallow exeavated 
pits. A mud farace, Kuthi, i conse 
Iructed which is about iin. high 
‘There are Vhree openings in the 
furnace, one is at the top with a diag 
+ meter about one foot and the other 

thro semicircular openings are at the 
« sbottom. The charcoal made of Sal 
‘wood is generally used in furnace, A, 


J lor i atc wie ee 
St the Furnace where th ees te hot 
And the broken pes of te ore ee 
Aw poured ito te tures 
Sag enone threw he ge he 
‘ie opening, wera the bony 
Covered with dain ed ifn 
‘iho ight ple The weg 
Srinteforabuk hans The woe 
Sif depose tthe ban of he 
Furnes ened wth an ons 

Tus how cra how te area 
kinds of commutes ape dete 
the ae thu the mk a 
so be ebrrved from he fleay 
tot, the ron betes fe eked 
tod cmos wld the a 
stint in the month of May ne 
The eonmodis wih ae sof 
raviet may be ruped ej ae 
on 


(a) Locally produced and manuace 
tured, 


(b) Locally manufactured with raw 
materials from out side, 

(c) Import products, 

(@) Export products, 

Locally produced or grow: 

(2) Procure trom jungle-~Amba, 
Kendu, Mahul, Pavase,  Tentul, 
Saldeaves; Roots and tubers like 
Pani Alu, Piola Khamb-Alw, dry 
tobacco eaves. 

(2) Agriculture, horticulture and 
Kitchen garden products—Rice, Biri, 
Rasi, Mug, Chana, Keolath, Moka, and 
Suan, 

(3). Vegetabler—Low,  Kabhoru, 
Baigan, Blat-Baigan, Sin ete, 
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LLocolly mamujactared Sontals, Mundas, and Kolhas also 
cy ame yh iret came fo the mae fos tole ot 
EE ET rm eck ns Gale, capac (ome Se ‘rats by crude 
aii es “Dares Gl Tae Khem, type of oH Ort 

Fas, Folo, Sores; plough sbare 


Import Materis: tes ae a Se oa ‘Karun 
veecionery shop—Statonery articles 80 ‘Samal, gow in 
eee Tou se, pent and key, ST Tromestend gardens. The chast 
te ape emer, pi, pe PU ‘come to the 


5 Getic win tebnecoteave from 

Fe ch OS emia ca, Ret Set satacco 

feadymade garments, Arid fib, sien, ‘shops have becn estimated in the 
teria 


Sr, ath, (bse pase) 
gnrrates, plastic toys maces 16 eo 
Keots, fisherman by caste they catch 


Bort Materia: Sd cam thee living inthe market. 
a. 


“Kendie leaven, Sebai grass, Guns 
Resins and Barks, Revi, riot 6 ClotheLocal weaver caste 
rope, Broomsticks ee Panos who are snigrant 10 these fd 
Coste ond Commis: of tag sent va Go 

arched rice and chapped rice 
“the Gulia and, Kesto caste 


Fouts ond Egg:—The 
we sZt, Sw 
rar iarket,They come (FO ol Kura generally sll fowls and 
‘Tele, Desa and fees to the park. 
villages i 
8 Feptaber—Vegeables of var 
ovat mcets—The wees which ou ind we i by tal at nome 
trials in the mart 


9. Ghee—Gersrs evita by caste, 
spl ghee and ei to the market. 


to, Baskets ond Mots—The «+ 
Se ne wn cm | 
storing grains, carping fads ce 
‘The tests of varius sizes and dpe, 
Te mamafaciared by the Joangs, >") 
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Hadis and Doms, Besides this Juangs 13: Alumni Utensils—Allui- 
fluo make rats and sale i the asket, mim utensils are sold by Bania caste 


‘The Hadis and Doms give colouring people, who game to the market from 
on the bask Keanjha, Telkoi and Pal-Lahara 
14. Bebmetal — wlensils—Beleet 
11, Stationary products are sold by utensils are sold by Kansari caste 
the Muslin aad Chasas mainly. They people, who come from Keonjhargarh. 
conve from Keonjharg, Pal-Latara 5. Readytnade garments and mils 
and Talcher tovens rade lathe are generally sold. by 
CChasas and Muslim people who come 
12, Umbrella repairing—Harijan tq the market from —Talher, 
people repair the Umbrellis in the — Keonjhargarh, Telkot proper and Pale 

market Tahara. 


Relation Between caste and commodities 
‘sold ia the market. 


Caste of seller, Kinds of stall, Total no, of stall 


1. Chase Millmade cloth 
Spices 
Pan & Bi 
Stationery 
Medicine 
Sweet meat 
Tobacco 
Grown nut 
Chan Bhaja 
‘Common salt 
iM ‘Vegetables 
Molasses 
Potato 
Rice 
Rabi eropn 


4. Muslin ‘Mit-made cloth 
Stationary 
Readymade gaement 


ana S[aS-nonn-Eanene 


Chosging phase of Teltoi market 
arcane structure and character of 
the market and the life af the people of 
Binsiya Pirh region have boen gretly 
affected. by various forces, lke the 
‘establishment of Bleck Headquarters 
At Velho, rapid commercitisition of 
agvicltore and development of trant= 
rt services in this area. With the 
improvement of  cemmtientions “in 
recent years, the market fas been sub 
ected to various changes, 

for six years ago the 
hiinly patronized by local people but 
‘o-ay the market has become a regional 
Iuarket, ‘The overcrowded market 
bs daring the spring: and simmer 
onthe is a new trend of change in 
recent years, To-day the market it 
‘nore accesible to. merchants from 
Duis. The primitive communica. 
lon prevented the growth of the 
market but with the improvement of 
fzommunisation the market has grown, 
in sizu al some permanent estblishe 
rents have been evolved. 


With the rapid commerciatsation of 
‘uricltur, the tional sccupations 
of the artisan caste people have been, 
alfeted severely. The resouree hase 
Dt te arta exste people is #0 poor 
that there is widespread dependence on 
expensive savematerias from eutide 
‘The caste occupations of Tanti 
(ravers), ‘Peli (olen) and Thatta 
(Dewrier) ‘are not at all encouraging 
toe fo heavy influx of mill-made cloth 
stuminiom utensils, glass bangles, 
herosine it ete. “The Chasa casa on 
the char hand, are taking: wp aig 
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ane cltivation, not in the interest of 
reve production, but only because tt 
fltches a higher profit, 


Introduction and expansion of mone- 
tary in the economic’ system have 
affected the social life of the poople 
‘There are some tendeney of emer 
Aiforent socal states with the dae 
fence of rapid growth of monetary 
sconomy. The marketing an! cone 
‘nodity production have en gradually 
accumlating considerable wealth and 
also offering diticuties of high rate of 
‘exponditute dae to extemal consumer's 
market values, 


With the rapid growth of the 
‘arket, the highlanders, Juangs and 
Pari Bhuiyas, who depend on both 
siting cultivation ad food collection, 
‘on the other hand, face yarns peobs 
lems from the sophisticated neighs 
ours. Invariably they try to avoid 
contact with outsiders, aa. they are 
Aware of the fact thatthe ofialy are 
trying to wean thers away from shite 
ing cultivation, ‘The economic fife of 
the pine tribals tke Senta, Munda, 
and Kolh, who are seatteted in Chari 
ath region tas also been affected by 
the rapid growth of motermistion, 
‘They are in many cases leaving thls 
original homies for new employments aa 
Primary teachers, “poons and. forest 
fears and are not interested in going 
Ick to thei home, 


‘This transitional phase of lite of the 
tribal people should be exarained with, 
tepical knowledge to the problem of 
aulvancement of the prope 


? TRADITIONAL OFFICIALS 
‘owacuanax nonaxiy | INTHE RISAN 
) scorry 


we ope vans won be faced to 6 Gry See 
imply occty the wreiional fas Have ol me “importance and proper 


sre tribe Kisun wite ts Hindi devin wngoe wi allied to the 
apnintion ls cel coaiond witha Qnem See From cultural and 
apes mai the cstie of mei citrate ‘Risans seem 10 
A yang and Deciae bes branch 0 Ornons. Probably 
bal, The Kisans call themselves they came to Orisa cartier than Orson 
"KUNHAR' in their own tome whit vind cto in the States of Gangapur, 
shay. mean ‘hil men’. They speak ‘Poms! and Bamanda. According 10 
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their Yeal traditions they first Tived 
under the patronage of Bhuinya chicts 
and later migrated to different parts 
tither in search of lind or labour. 
Now the Kisan is a guod cultivating 
caste and many: of them possess land 
of their own. ‘The tribe is very adap- 
tive and in most areas they live with 
otter castes & tribes. "Thus they have 
‘adopted mary institutions from their 
surrounding people. 


Pefore describing about the officials 
‘of the Kisan tribe itis necessary to 
know about the ville oficial of the 
are in which they live. In the villages 
GE Suvargarh area, these are two 
types of officials. The chief of the 
village is called Gountia. who used to 
calleet rent on behalf of the former 
Raja. The Gountia in de-facto head 
of the village. The post is 90 doubt 
hereditary but most often the Rajas 
used to select the Goats of the village 
in consttation of the villagers. Ta 
old days in tribal villages the Gouna 
was clectol by the vilagers bat later 
the Raja became the sole authority to 
appoint, discharge or dismiss a 
Gountia. The Gountia was very 
‘powerful mar and owned ll the eon 
‘anal and (Bhogra) of the village. 
Al 


Ihe was the chief in the village Pat 
haya. After the merger of States 
his powers have decreased greatly yet 
fat present he is the most important 
person i the vile, Tn ll cemmmanal 
affairs, in collection of donations for 
village festivals and Pujas, be is the 
‘molt prominent man. His orders are 
carved: out by all the villagers Even 


at presunt he is the political ead in 
the village pity 

‘The village: priest is called Kalo in 
the Sundargarh Dist. The office of 
Kalo is equivalent to Jhankar ig the 
Sambalpur District. “The presiding 
Aeity of the village i elled Gaonsir 
‘The Geonsri is worshipped. at the 
foot of s particular tee situated atthe 
‘nd of the village. ‘The Kalo worships 
Gaonsiri on two occasions ence before 
sowing of paldy when after the com 
‘munal worship he distributes handfuls 
fof paddy: seeds t0 cach family. and 
secondly at the time of interculare 
fof paddy plants, Besides, the Kalo 
also worships Goonsiri on specific 


Now coming to the Kiran socal 
structure, the tribe ix divided into 
nearly sistoen exogamous Bonn or 
can sch as Majhi, Laka, Topo, Hes, 
Elda, Baa ete. So far the Bans is 
ceoncerned it never acts aa unit. At 
resent its only funtion is to regulate 
marriage ie, no body can mary 
within the same clan. ‘The clan is 
farther dividend into Kuli groups of 
sub-cans. In any particular region 
there is. great cohesion within the 
hadi geoup. In. important socal 
function such as Kern Deva 
marriage or death all the Khudi mem: 
bers are informed and invited, All 
the Khali members are also invited 
at the time of Chel Puja which is 
erforned for specific purposes. 
Besides these most of the Khris have 
got a Bansa Puja whichis held ether 
af the time of Dola Parami in the 
scath of Faguoa (March) or in the 
s 
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month of Kartica, 1 seems Bans 
aja a the very mame indicates was 
fs fuetion of the dan but ter when 
the elan became dispersed it Became a 
fimetion of the Khudi organisation 
Most of the Khadi names are after 
‘particular village which imficates 
that Ki organisation has developed 
from the lineage of particular vilages. 
Now some of the Khudis are further 
divided into Gountia Vida and. Kalo 
Vida. tm each Kibo, for the Pansa 
ja there is a Kalo who worships at 
the time of Ransa Puja. Representa 
tives ofthe Khudi members of different 
villages aserble in the house of the 
Kalo atthe time of Bansa Puja. When 
‘4 Kina is divided into Gowntia Vida 
‘& Kalo Vida the Kalo is always selee- 
ted from Kalo vi... The persons of 
Gountia Vida have no function, they 
‘only supervise atthe time of worship. 
‘The post of Kalo ix herelcary but 
at tes the ol Kalo’ ean relinquish 
his ofce at the time of Bana Puja. 
‘The selection of new Kalo is made 
Uheough  magico-eigious ste, The 
prospective candidates standin the 
water while the old Kalo floats a 
Dbombeo basket, putting some flowers 
a eandle ete, in it, When the basket 
reaches » particular person he becomes 
the Kalo of the Bansa or the Kis. 
‘Theough this Bansa Puja of the Kadi 
the Kisons have retained their sity 
toa great exlent. OF course in some 
Khowlis, Bana Puja is not held an 
rally but the Khodi members bold 
Pans Khoja ceremony ia ten oF 
twelve years and these members of the 
Khudi who have migrated to distant 
places get scope to reinforee their 
social tes 


‘Besides the kalo of the Khudi 
‘organisation in every ritual, the services 
fof a priest ie necessary. The 
priest 8 by no way a hereditary post. 
‘Any man can serve as Kalo in rituals 
like marrage, Karna Beda, deuh 
rites ee, provided he Knows the old 
fore-fathers of the lineage, the names 
ff the founders of the 


Willage and the ames of few gods 
text a2 Cocos Mati ete. ‘The 
Kalo offers Torfen ie, liguor oF mill 
{Gt the dead gonna & Kalos of the 
village belong to Caste Hindu) atthe 
fine of every ital, The person 
serving a8 Kalo in rituals is eceruited 
immediately on adhoc basis. Generally 
‘men of the Hinege or some Mati of 
the Vilage serves. as Kalo in such 
social fesions. Sart in all uch 
‘ccasions the management sve toa 
articular person AS for example in 
Karna Pei or death tal person 
telanging tothe Bands can becomes 
the Gountia, So long the ceremony 
continacs he acts as the chief of the 
faimly. He receives all the presents 
‘cht from relatives and friends and 
takes care of the invited guest. Dis 
tsaton of tobacco, Tiquor: cooking 
‘of eal and feuding the guests are his 
responsibien If be abents for’a 
fee hoarse entrusts some pein 10 
look into the affairs on he. Behalf 
‘Ths these ofces of Kalo and Goontia 
are created in the Kina society on the 
‘ccasion of specie ceremony or ital. 
Ta every Kis village of hate 
there isa Siow or head, Tn Kiss 
sexicty, village elders decide. every 
‘hing but out of these elders part 
‘lar perscn is slected as Sion whose 
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opinion is considered 2s final in all 
matters. At times a Kian village o 
Ihamlet is further divided into factions 
fr Bad. Tn such cases cach Bad bas 
‘Sian ofits own. 


Ina Kisan village there are a few 
persons who serve a Mati ‘The Mati 

‘either selected or elected nor given 
any power, But by virture of his 
function he becomes the most import- 
fant person in the vilage. The Mati 
isthe witch doctor of the vilge. To 
sme extent be is the spirit priest 
and teacher in the Kisan society. The 
Mati undergoes regular training. The 
old Matis old regular classes at the 
time of festivals such as Dasara, 
Karte Purami or Nuakhia. The 
‘Mati fears to invoke differat spirits 
tnd gods. The chief function of the 
Mati is to cure diseases Their 
servis ate most often voluntary and 
selfless, Before curing a patient the 
Mati tres to diagonise the diveme ie, 
the ties to Gnd out which spirit has 
created the diveae, After knowing 
this he invokes the benevolent spirits 
by rubbing Aru rice on a winnow- 
fing fan. Thus performing necessary 
‘worships he drives away the malevolent 
‘spirits that cause the disease. In death 
rites the Mati serves as Kalo most 
often as he is mote intimately famine 
‘with the spirits of the under world. 
He also performs the “Pancla Bhak 
‘Kata’ site to counteract the effects of 
the evil aye and ev mouth, 


Over and above the village, the 
Kisans have another territorial eit, 
A umber of Kisan llages have a 


particular ‘gha” in the nearby river or 
Ibook where every year on a fixed 
day the Kisane cbserve Ganga cere 
mony by throwing their Kendir or 
pots containing the effigics or bones 
of the dead persons of the year, In 
‘each ghat the Kisins have a particular 
ficial who is called Panigir, The 
chief functica of the Ponigii is to 
readmit the excommunicated pertons 
ino the community, Any person who 
‘camits a sin according to the Kisan 
standards, is immediately outcasted, 
When the offender adits his fault 
and jays the necessary fines, generally 
fn the form of a feast to the village 
cers, he is allowed to be readmitted 
into the commenity. At this stage 
‘nly the Panigir is invited to perform 
rnecessary rites But if the matte 

of disputable nature and no final d 
son is arrived, the Kuxdhis of the 
cexccmmumicated person 8 not allowed 
by the Panigti to be thrown i the 
that. A tribal meeting 


‘the Panigiri. Here all the outstanding 
disputes of the year ate settled after 
which the excommemicated pertont 
are readmitied into the society after 
payment of due fines. This the 
Panigiri as great importance in ene 
forcing the caste rales, in the Kisan 
Society. 


Bariba; 

Up to recent past the Bariha 
was very important in the “Kisan 
secity. With the independence afd 
merger of exStates in Orisa the 
instution tas decayed gradually and 
at presenta few Barihas are fonction- 
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ing in the ex-tate of Bamanda thoogh 
their powers have declined substanti- 
ally, ‘The Bartha was consiered as 
the Raja withia the tribe and be fad 
jwrisdeton over am extensive area 
‘within & particuae state. 


In old days the Baribas were gemer- 
ally selected by the people and the 
post was alo hereditary to some 
extent. The former chiefs used 10 
Tecognise the influencal and popelar 
ariha. But at times they were selee- 
ted by the Raja, who used to offer 
‘copper plates authorising them to try 
teases within the commumity resting to 
Imarriage and other social customs. 
‘They could collect fines also from the 
atfenders. They were allowed to 
Appropriate the brideprice received 
from the marriage of wklows. and 
divorced wornen. His important fune- 


{ried the cases of iregular forms of 
marriage Such as Dhuku, Udhutia and 
those of progmant women, He in- 
flied the fines and repuarised 
irregularities committed. with inthe 
community, Later the institution of 
Barika became impopular. The new 
comerging leaders of the kisan society 
fof the present generation revolted 
fgainst the arbitrary and superstitions 
leadership of the Bariha as conse- 
‘quence of which the post is abolished 
im most of the kis areas, Ina 
subsequent article it would be discussed 
hhow with the change of Government 
from the rule of the Raja to the 
present democratic form of Govt. 
there is concomitant change inthe 
leadership pattem in the tribal kisan 
society. 
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By the 1961 Census the etal pop 
Intion of Orissa is 4223757 in the 
State's twat population of 1754845. 
‘This works out to ayo7 percent 
“There ae as many as 62 tis cm 
munities enlisted a sch by the Back: 
ward Classes Conimission, Sime of 
the communities are Hing in extreme 
Tckoordness in the wil an mo 


NEW 
HORIZON 

iuous regions of the State, Of tate 
eooentrated attention of Government 


Jnas been focussed on) these teal 
‘ommanities for undertking. special 


Imewsures of welfare The following 
lable will show the ames of these 


tribal communities, their population 
nd dlstibation ia the districts, 


TABLE 
SH No Nemeof Name o Name of he Approximate 
Tint 2S Hebel, min 
+2, Koraput Rayagnda Dangrakona "20,600, 
Y, bia Joriakondh 26,000 
tia kona 500 
Kasipue Area Kone 150.0 
Ganupue ela Saura 15,900 
Kt ond, 
Stores, 
Mathangie Boudaparajar 10000 
. Koya ’ 80.000 
Nowtangpur ——Banjarior 
sa Balt 
Sadar Chenehu 
Grdanas 
2 Patlakemil 50900 
A Batigda 15,000 
‘ Keonjbar Sadst Sunny 17600 
hur Biogen 30000 
& Banal Pavel Bhuyan 16,000, 
Biber 
Man 
: Meola 
© Dhenkanel Palehara Poosibhugan 2000 
‘Suang 7,000 
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Tt is interesting to note from the 
above table that the population of the 
fort backward teal comnts 
about 33 lahs inthe total trial 
popilation of 423.757 wish orks 
Dut to a ite over § per cent. Anether 
interesting feature t0 note is that these 
tribal communities are found in the 
more backward and_ under-developed 
freas of the State, ‘The Hill Bondas 
fof Korapit distit, for instance, live 
fn a 3000 ff, high platens to. which 
there is hardly any communication 
‘excopt the bridle oF foot paths over 
precarious bills and torrential streams 
Which swell up during the moasoon 
And renaia diod out gorges during 
the rest of the year, The Katia and 
Dongria Kondha, and Koyas of Koras 
put district the Lanjo Sturas of 
Ganjam district, the Bil Bhuyans and 
Jungs of Sundargath, Keoojhar and 
Dhenkanal districts stand out promis 
rent among. the backward tribal coms 
ruuities, A litte refetion abou 
the goes 0 show that there has not 
‘es any culture contact with outsiders 
jn the past and they have fied almost 
Jn selusion in inaceesible hill areas. 
Tt has, therefore, been easy for the 
scrupulous money lenders, petty 
traders and other parasites to thrive 
‘on their labours 


‘The principal profession of ‘these 
tribal communities is Pod, a cut and 
‘burn type of citation om the ill 
and hil slopes, Ocrasionally they grow 
fome fruits in the forest areas ad- 
joining their villages. They depend 
Jargelyon the collection of minor forest, 
prodice like honey and wax, timber 
and fuel, grass and leaf of various 


nds and fet and ters chil for 
their own susteanes, Tt has been 
estrated by experts like Dr Mooney 
that about 1000 sqsare miles of billy 
fea is subjected 10 Pod alivaton 
through out the State by the tial 
option which snot ony presario 
Inte practice but alo i ates serious 
soil erosion on vast scale, A. very 
reggie. porcntage of these tribal 
people are Hterte wile tery 
meng the ferme i almost ni. Some 
ofthese tials ate given to hard 
Arinking of Toca varieties of quor 
preptrations including the fermented 
Juice extracted from "Salph tres 


‘There are, however, « number of 
fedeeming features in that the people 
fre hardy. and_ painstaking, straight 
forward and honestand are generally 
anenable to reason if approached in 
the proper way. Tt will be wrong t0 

ink that the tribal people eannot 
jue themselves to a changing pattern 
for industrial economy. The other 
redeeming features are that the soll, 
climatic and rainfll conditions in most 
of these tribal areas are suitable 
except where hill sides and. slopes 
have been laid bare by sustained and 
intensive poi forthe growth of ra 
cl seols, fruits and. vegetables of 
Various Kinds. Where ievigation faii= 
ties are availble frit trees are seen 
to thrive on an extensive scale 


‘With the ushering in of the new era 
of Panchayati Raj and the starting of 
Panchayat Industies, the prospects of 
introducing forest ‘and agriculture 
Ise industries in these tribal areas 
are indeed bright. The Lanjia Sauras 


(NEW HoRI208 6 


‘of Ganjam and Koraput districts and 
the Dongria Kondhs of ‘Koraput are 
already growing orange and Tine on 
A falely extensive. sale, The possi 
bitty of expanding the development of 
citrus plantations in. many of these 
fareas it considered to be very. good 
In the Dongria Kondh arta of 
Niyagiti in Koraput dist, whole bill 
fldes ate sometimes seen to have been 
grown with Banana, Pine apple, 
Ginger ete ‘This ean be developed in 
A acentiic manner by introduc 
terracing $0 that the hills may not be 
Alenaded and el erosion may not set 
in. Cultivation of Mango, -Jack- 
fruits, Guava and Banana ean be tae 
vp in an almost universal scale in these 
areas with great success, Depending 
fon the produce of these, Horticultural 
Farms, manufacture of fruit juice, 
‘squash, jam and jelly can be taken up 
to bring in better returns to the people. 
Already a unit Iris. been started at 
Jorang area of Ganjam disteiet where 
fruit juice is being manufactured from 
‘oranges grown locally by the Saurs, 
‘The twibals of Bhuyanpish and 
Joangapish of Keonjbar, Boasi and 
Pa-lahara and the tribals ia Phulbani 
and Koraput geow mage and various 
kinds of ol seeds on an extensive 
fcale, Depending ca this, sll units 
f oatmeal and cornake products and 
oil milly ean be started. The pros= 
pects of starting such an il mill in 
Phulboni area are currently under 


Saw mills can be started by: the 
PPatichayats in these tribal areas which 
produce very good timber. A number 


‘of Tevdustsies based on various forest 
produce both major and minor can be 
organised and set up for the benefit 
of the Pals 


ie noe only in the fiekd of small 
scale iafstieg that the tribal arens 
have @ oot prospect. The 
industrial cra tht is being 
Intcuced envisages the starting of 
ome large scale Industees. ag. wel, 
Based on the power potentiality 
projects lke Balimela, Tikerpada ete, 
many a large scalp industry can be 
levloped. ‘These tribal areas are 
not only rich in forest produce but are 
‘equally oF more 40 minerals. of 
various kinds, Bhuyanpith area of 
Keonjhar, fr instance, is rie in iron 
fore andthe prospects of is extraction 
by extending the exlway. from Jods 
ate bright. This ean suppoet a’ few 
‘mits of low shaft furnaces to produce 
Dig. iron at comparatively low cost. 
Depending on the extensive bamboo 
that is available in the forests of 
Malkangiri area of Korsput istrit 
the prospects of starting «paper mill 
by utilising the Balimela hysel power 
38 considered tobe bright, ‘The Koyas 
tare traditionally versatile cowhends= 
men, The development of day i 

try on a scientific sale in the wake of 
Industviatisation of the aren bids fur, 


‘The DIRK, Railway ie opening up 
‘urge tribal tract in Koraput district 
Communication facilities are blag 
provided at a rap pace and in the 
forescable future thet Bacleward eal 
areas are going tobe linked wp. Even 
the Banda hill aren of Koraput district 
has been projested to be provided with 
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an all weather motorable road. This 
will not only open up these areas to 
Tagllitate caltare contacts but it will 
ive the tribals an opportunity. 10 
Alevelop  scienifically thelr resources 
for their own benefit, 


Tn onder to enable the tribal to take 
fail advantage of the «employment and 
industrial opportunity that are fast 
developing in these areas, itis neces 
ary that spread of general and 
technical education should be made a8 
rapidly as possible, Stops ate eng 
taken in this direction, Some high 
and middle schools and a number of 
CChatslis ae being planned. Its also 
contemplated to start. some eompre- 
hensive schools where the tebal 
children will have the opportunity to 
sgt geteral elation ad also training 
in crafts, ‘The Dandakaranya nstho 

ty are gong to stat a technical tain- 


‘ng istnue in Jeypore area where the 
tribal youths will get ample scope for 
techuial training, Alveady such an 
institute sponsored by the Government 
‘of Tadia is runing in Maywrbhanj 
district. Opportunities for helping 
the tribal youths to receive both general 
nd technical education are thus being 
expanded. It is for them to take full, 
advantage thereof. 


Anew horizon is opening up for 
‘he tebal people and more particularly 
for the mot bacavard tribal comune 
ties who were remaining long neglec- 
tel and wveared for in the past. It 
js not only they who. shold come 
forward and try to allow themselves 
to the new environment to take full 
advantage of these opportunities, but 
feyery one who ls interested in ‘thelr 
welfare has to make a sincere effort 
to help thea to help themselves, 


IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES OF THE TRIBAL AND RURAL 
'WELFRAE DEPARTMENT DURING THE 
‘QAURTER ENDING 3046-1963, 


‘As arom of Balimela Project and the MIG Factory in Koraput District 
‘a nuruber of teibal families would bo dieplaced, ‘The question of their 
reseltloment aod rehabilitation was disused in the Planning Board 
‘Ming held on 0-5-03 wader the Chairmanship of the Governor. Th 
vas decided that the Tribal aod Rural Welfie Department would work 
‘ut a detailed scheme for resetliog the displaced Adibass in wustublo 
townships, This resettlement programme would cover all aspects of 
life of the Adibasis from the beginning including eduention in the 
comprehensive type ofteool, techaleal training and other programmes 
tf economic rehabilitation. The achome is under preparation, 


Asa resclt ofsetting vp of « M,1G. Factory near Sunabeda in 
Koraput District, « number of Adibasi families would bo displaced, A 
Tamilywise and jodividaawise survey Id been conducted by the 
‘Tribal Reseaach Bares and a detailed scheme has been worked ut for 
‘Giving training to the dieplaced persons, according to theiraptitade end 
eecaroupe, in vatioas pofesions such as masons, carpenters briklayers, 
‘te, who would be required in the MIG Factory: 


‘Prom the number of Adibasi, Harjjan and general students passing out 
from each District at cach level, namely, Usp. ME, and High school, 
wiv seen that the percentage of Matricolstes in the 7 Districts of 
Koraput, Kalabandi, Bolangir, Sambalpar, Keonjhar, Mayarbhanj and 
‘Phulbani is vory low and hence the problem needs speciel attention, 
‘The Development Commissioner had formalated a sehen» by which the 
‘number of Matriulater ia the abore 7 districts can bo pushed up, 
‘Details of the seme are under preparation, 


Thhas boon otioed that there isa high degree of wastage of tho 
talent from the level of U.P, to MLE, and from ME to High School, Of 
the numboe of boys who pan U.P. and MLE, very fow come up to wtady 
farther epecially in the 7 Districts mentioned ia para 2 above, This 
in mainly dus tothe fact that the students potsiog out foi ME, are 
‘not property leoked after and guided to take up further carvers, 
‘Another factor which perhaps discourages them to take higher education 


— 


|n that most of tho boys after passing MB, do. not got suitable employ: 
‘ment. With a viow to romody this defect and to provide ready employe 
rant to those of the ALE powwed youths who do not wish to study 
furthor, w dotaild sobomo at tho instanoo of the Chiet Sectotary haw 
‘bas been worked out under which Chatslla would be opened in 
Aiflorent villager of the 7 Disteits, "The MI passed teibal- youth 
ould bo employed a tenchors of these Chatealis, This would alo 
‘oncourage tue boyt to come forward for education, Provision is “alo 
‘aad fa the bulyot for pusing the number of boya by idusing thom 
by glving some help in the shape of scholarships and providing. hotel 
Aceommodati 


In mony Arbram Schools considerable mount of lana, fn vom easoe 
‘oven 20 to Bo antes, available, [thas often been notiod that tls land 
‘not properly iid. ‘The boys wo gob ony a stipend of Re, 20)-—per 
month, are also not ablo to got wholerome food in theso daye of rising 
pelos, With a view t> utiles the land properly, by taking up grienlaro 
‘on a acoatifle basis nat only tho largo amount of lon would bo utile 
propesly.hut thie wosld also retnt in more production of food, The 
Dboys would also Tear modeen technique of gricaltare, Orcharde 
fro propoted to bo growa ia Ashram Sshools so that tho boys 
‘may get fits from thom and thas add to thoie fod, For all thee 
‘parposes, the echael sche) aad scion fie cropping pattern in. the 
‘AsurasaSshool are bolng lteodused. This has already boon done ta 
Ravngisi Ashram Sebrot io Ganjam Distrot. and cho schomo is being 
fextonded to. othor ltyblo Ashram Schools in the rest of the State 
hero adoguate lands azo availible, This soheme would «a» bo axtoned 
to 10- por cont of thy Sovaabram Schools Sn the first fostance and 
Jattor on when additional funds aro available, othur Sovadheaxy ould 
‘Also be covered under this achome, 


‘The Commianiner, Scheduled THboe and Setedulod Castor visived. tho 
‘Stato in the months of Apel and May this year and visited tho Ashram 
Schools in ‘Tribal areas in Ganjom Agoney, Phalbani and Koraput 
Disteets, Tho Commissioner was much impressed with tho workday of 
‘tho Aviram Sool 


‘Tho State Minister in chargo of Tribal welfare, wost Bengal sited the 
Stato and saw somo Asbrain Sehpits and tribal villages in tho Distros 
of Pari and Dhonkansl, Ho hos extended an invitation for tho visit of 
‘his Stato by our Deputy Minister in chargo of T&R, W. Dopuryment 


ei 


1% About 38 pr cent of tho population inthe Stat stb. To tako up a 


tra very bckacl and rain a prime fn con a 
eros ton gat tat ened dove edn “a Ane 
‘athods culating te Only to tke ups pogacny was 
Aersopment of mst tackvash trib, the itl are ee 
Cir ars af the Sate re blg cad nic ne 

: tnd Cee thor beckon ted comanie weet? 
‘ast akese bes wold be at neta a gy ee 
is ung were ou for eg the dam tics Leo 

| cols mdk the gadanso «Sportal fie‘ veala tee 
F 


‘ader the Department, Under this acheme, the cost of resttlemeet 
or family may come to about Re, 5,000) —. 


8, In order to resettle about 2,(00 peda cultivating Adibusls of A+ 
category tribe, a survey has been done in Chandrapur aron of 
Korspat, Disteist by the stall cf Tiibal Research Bureaus A 
‘oheme la under preparation for resetting these Adibasis In this 
are, 


% Tn onder to teach the Adibais to rear pouty, 8 poultry 
unite in deep litter ayster 
Ashram Schools which are located in backward ateas, This scheme 
4s propoved to be extended to other areas ax and when fends 


10, ‘During the National Hmorgeney, with a view to stroumling tho 
‘administration of tho T, &, R,W- Department, certain m-orgonisn, 
‘lon has recently boon given effect to. Under the re-organisation 
Programme, the field staff from the level of Commissioner’ down to 
the Block level has beer amalgamated with the fick! staff of the 
Gram Panchayat Departiment, The field officers at the different 
levels would now be responsible for the T: & R. W. Department a 
roll as Gram Panchayst Department wichin their reepectivo areon, 
‘The Collector within his Dist ict and the Commiationer vithin hig 

+ Divi woukt be repoosbe for proper supevi jon aad implomentay 
tion of thle program 


Ni Tn the tier of papm-nt of Pest-xaic and Prometric Scholarehipy 
to the other backward clases, Government of India have commie 


oom 


cated that these scholarships should be paid to the other backward 
clauses to be clasified on economle eriteria instead of custo eitris 
fas was dano in previous years. Goverament of India for this porpove 
have fixed certain income groups in oder to clamify persons into 
other backward classes. This acheme is being implemented in the 
State, 


‘The olf nomenclature of the T. i, B, W. Department schools which 
‘were Known as Serashrams bss bem changed in the present context, 
‘The Sorashrams would now be called I. P. schools and the Sovak 
‘wouk! be eallsd teachers or Sikhyskse, 


18, Tn tho past, Pre-matrj scholarsips to Scheduled Tribe, scheduled castor 


M4 


nd 0. 18 C, students were lnlog pald indiscriminately ond the raton 
fof acholanhipa worn also very low. Xn order to brne(it the realy 
‘dewrving and meritoriows stadeots the scheme of distribution of 
scholarbips have been ratlonaimed and wader the new scheme the ~ - 
‘alas of sebolarships have been suficiontly enhanced. 


Duo to rise in prise level, the rate of Downing charges of Re, 20/- 
‘pet boy pee month whisk was fied sometimes iu 1990 was found to 
bo inadequate und Wherefore, there is a proposal to enhance tho rate 
of boarding charges from Ms, 20/- to Ra, 23)+ pee month, Besides, 
the students will get ooks and writing materials ob tho 
rate of Ra I+ pee boy per month 
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